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Good morning and welcome to our last newsletter of the Spring term.  I can’t quite believe 

that we will be returning and it will be the Summer term.  As the weather warms up, please 

feel free to encourage your children to wear the summer uniform which can be found on the 

school website.  Both girls and boys are welcome to wear the grey school shorts should they 

wish. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who attended our Easter end of term service today.  Hopefully you 

managed to gain a flavour of what goes on in school, particularly in relation to our weekly 

worship.  We are very blessed in our community to be supported every week by 

parishioners who join in to deliver our 'Open the Book' worship which is based around 

stories from the Bible.  Thanks also to Mrs Nightingale and Mrs Reynell who give their time 

to the children to develop music in the school; the children were a real credit to themselves 

and yourselves today.  On the subject of music, our 'music house' has now been completed 

and is ready for occupation after the Easter holidays.  The idea for this much needed facility 

was born a number of years ago and has finally come to fruition at very little cost to the 

school as we managed to successfully place bids and apply for grants.  This facility will ensure 

that we complete our mission of ensuring every child at Pyrford has the opportunity to fully 

engage in music, learning to play at least one instrument and read music during their time 

spent with us.  

 

Over the last week, we have had a number of new whiteboards installed.  Nursery now have 

a fully interactive board as well as our new Reception class in 2019.  Our music facility also 

has a fully interactive board to support music teaching along with our ICT suite  in order to 

support IT lessons, enabling the children to see the teacher demonstrate on a large board 

whilst allowing pupils to carry out the same learning at their own pace.  

 

This week Mrs Little and myself attended a conference in London where we were able to 

hear Damian Hinds speak about his intentions with regard to education which included; a 

pressure for the Government to increase funding, a drive to use more technologies to 

support teacher workload and a mission to recruit more graduates into the teaching 

profession.  Mrs Little and I were pleased to see colleagues from around the country and to 

have the opportunity to both share the work we are doing here at Pyrford, as well as 

learning from others.  Mrs McAllister (our School Business Manager) has also been out and 

about this week and had the opportunity to meet and work with the ESFA (Education and 

Skills Funding Agency).  She was providing feedback on the accountability of Academies 

within the financial framework we work in.  Rest assured Mrs McAllister is always flying the 

flag for Pyrford and lobbies to get the best value for children’s education here. 

 

Year 4 spent a fantastic 3 days away at Hindleap Warren this week.  The children engaged in 

a whole range of team challenges and outdoor pursuits during the day as well as activities in 

the evening.  My sincere thanks to the staff who accompanied the trip; not only have they 

dealt with every bodily fluid known to man but they have also helped make 78 bunk beds, 

sorted through 78 pairs of wellies, cleared two huge drying rooms, had approximately 2 

hours sleep per night and still taught this week.  Even though they were exhausted, all 12 

staff members commented about what a fantastic experience it was.   

 
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a super Easter break.  Thank you as always for 

supporting the school, it is much appreciated.  Enjoy spending time with family and friends 

and we shall look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 23rd April. 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Kathryn Krynicki 

Headteacher 

5 April 2019 

Pyrford Church of England Primary School 

THANK YOU! 

We were able to bank 

£231.35 from the Cake 

Bake and £516.09 

from the Sports Mufti 

Day. 

                         The PTA 



Squirrels  - Umar Farooq and Amal Taqi for 

fantastic number work on our new interactive 

whiteboard. 

Hazel - Holly Ellender for excellent effort all 

term. 

Beech - Henry Lardner for excellent attitude to 

writing. 

Chestnut - Saish Khadka for listening carefully 

and joining in on the carpet. 

Oak - Harrison Trainer-Clark for putting so much 

effort into his writing. 

Cedar - Sam Darling for always working really 

hard. 

Hawthorn - Aria Parsonage for great progress in 

reading. 

Elm - Isadora Schifano for a beautiful, detailed 

sketch of a shell. 

Maple - Lalla-Salma Ayouche for careful 

sketching of a shell using charcoal. 

Birch, Alder & Larch - not awarded as on 

residential. 

Cherry - Gabby Taylor for a detailed explanation 

in Science. 

Willow - Daniel Lambkin for a well written 

newspaper article. 

Sycamore - Alexander Courtney for working 

really hard at problem solving in Maths. 

Laurel - Sunny Keenan and Danyal Ahmed for 

working hard in problem solving activities in 

Maths. 

Holly - Sri Nair for an exciting and well-

constructed chapter review in English. 

Hall of Fame 

And in the charts this week, Rock Hero status is awarded to  

Number 1:    (for the second week) Safiya Karim 

Number 2:   Daniel Mullins 

Number 3:   (for the second week) Insa Bashir 

And most improved time is awarded to: 

Aisha Rehman, Yasin Khan, Jessica Attfield, Milada Ilchuk, Sarah Devapragasam and Bismah Mohammed. 

 

But come on Pyrford Primary – last week we were 5th in the local Rock League of Schools, but this 

week we have been relegated to 10th !!! Come on you Rock Star Legends – get working on those 

times tables and help us get back to the top of the table.  

Are these yours? 

We’ve got two pairs of glasses in the 

office, please call by if they’re yours. 

 







Governor Visit, 21st March 2019 - No Marking 

Following the election to be parent governors, last week myself and Stephanie Dickens were invited to take a tour 
of the school led by Mrs Lines. 

The tour gave us the opportunity to be introduced to the new “no marking” policy. Steph and I were uncertain 
how this worked but were soon convinced when we saw it in practice. 

Before this academic year, teachers took pupils books home every night to mark work completed during the day. 
Ten minutes on thirty books equates to five hours marking. Not only is this time consuming and exhausting – there 
is no evidence to show marking in this traditional way improves children’s learning.  

The new “no marking” approach is a mindset shift. “Marking and correcting mistakes” changes to “assessing and 
providing feedback” in class. To see this approach in action we visited a class from each year group. 

In Year 3 English, the children had been given a task to write a short script based on the book they were reading. 
They had been given targets for success, such as using tension through short sentences, using adverbs and so on. 
They were grouped into zones in the room with the teacher moving around the room giving feedback as needed.  
As part of this new approach children are given purple pens to edit their own work, it’s called purple polishing. Mrs 
Lines gave us some examples of this in books after the tour. Spelling errors for example which were at the start of 
the work were picked up quickly by the children themselves and by the end of the work, through self-correction, 
these errors had been eliminated. 

In Year 4 Maths, speaking to pupils directly we understood they were working in groups at different levels of 
difficulty. I spoke to a boy who explained that they start off with easy questions, then stop and self-mark these. 
Then they move to the next level. We also saw what are called the traffic light trays, which have a red, amber and 
green option for pupils to leave their books in. Teachers check books in the red and amber trays to pick up what 
are common misunderstanding and conduct spot checks on the books in the green trays. This helps teachers with 
their planning for later in the day or the following day. 

The new “no marking policy” is interactive and allows pupils to work at their level of challenge and gives them 
ownership of their learning. Teachers move effectively around the class, spending quality time with each child. Any 
misunderstandings children have, are quickly resolved.  

Making a change like this is innovative. It takes passion, trust, commitment and leadership to land it. It is clear all 
the teaching staff have these qualities and are working together to make this transformation at the school.  

We’d both like to say a special thank you to Mrs Lines for taking time out of her day to give us this tour and 
explaining the new “no marking” policy. 

Annaliese Reekie 

On the afternoon of 25th April Twenty20 
Community Cricket will be running a cricket talent 
ID session at the school for years 4 & 5, boys & girls 
with a view to being awarded places in the 2019-20 
Woking Borough Surrey Slam Schools squad. 
  
It will take place during the day at 1.30pm and 

parents should sign their children up online at https://
www.twenty20cricketcompany.com/talent-id. 

 Each parent will receive personalised feedback on the session. 
  
To take part your son/daughter will need to be able to bowl 
overarm with a straight arm. If you are unsure what this looks 
like you can see via this video https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zmlJ1tZWRI4. 

 If you would like your child to take part in these trials, please 
contact Darren Talbot darren@twenty20communitycricket.com. 

ONLINE BOOKINGS & 
PAYMENTS 

Added this week:  

Swimming lessons (Years R, 1 & 2) 

Lunches - Summer term (until half term) 

Swimming consents must be completed online 
as soon as possible. 

Please remember to make your bookings now 
for lunches, Breakfast Club and Treetops for at 
least the first week after Easter. 

Please also make sure that all payments for 
trips etc are up to date. 

Many thanks. 

https://www.twenty20cricketcompany.com/talent-id
https://www.twenty20cricketcompany.com/talent-id
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmlJ1tZWRI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmlJ1tZWRI4
mailto:darren@twenty20communitycricket.com


SCHOOL DATES FOR 2018—2019 ACADEMIC YEAR 

Description Date Time 

Easter Holidays 8 - 22 April  

First Day of Summer Term Tue 23 April  

Yr 5 Viking workshop Mon 29 April  

Reception to British Wildlife Centre Wed 1 May  

Squirrels Fun Run Adventure Wed 1 May  

Bag2School collection Fri 3 May  

PTA Fun Run Fri 3 May  

May Bank Holiday Mon 6 May  

Yr 3 Residential to Henley Fort Tue 7 - Wed 8 May  

SATs Week 13 - 17 May  

Yr 5 Residential to West Dean Tue 14 - Fri 17 May  

Yr 4 Tropical Zoo Workshop Wed 22 May  

Summer Half term 27 - 31 May  

INSET Day Mon 3 June  

Foundation Stage & KS1 Sports Day Wed 5 June morning 

KS2 Sports Day Fri 7 June morning 

Primary Music Festival Mon 10 June 16:00 -  20:00 

Yr 2 to The Look Out Discovery Centre Tue 11 June  

Elm class to Henley Fort Wed 12 June  

Y5 & Y6 Science Education Evening Wed 12 June 18:30 

Maple class to Henley Fort Thu 13 June  

Yr 6 Residential to Liddington Hall Mon 17 - Fri 21 June  

Yr 5 to Warner Bros Studios Mon 17 June 11:30 - 18:30 

Yr 1 to Chessington Tue 18 June  

Yr 4 to Wisley Wed 19 June  

Yr 6 Leavers’ Service at Guildford Cathedral Thu 27 June  

Summer Fayre Sat 29 June  

Secondary School Induction Days Tue 2 and/or Wed 3 July  

Yr 2 Pedals Course Thu 4 July  

PTA Family BBQ Fri 5 July  

Brass Summer Concert at CoGS Sat 6 July  

Yr 5 Away Day at Fullbrook Tue 9 July  

Leavers’ Service at CoGS Wed 24 July 09:30 

Last Day of Summer Term Wed 24 July finish at 13:30 

2019/20 Term Dates & INSETs 

INSET DAY Wed 4 September Spring Half Term 17 - 21 February 

INSET DAY Thu 5 September Last day of Spring term Fri 3 April 

First day of Autumn term Fri 6 September Easter Holidays 6 - 17 April 

Autumn Half term 28 October - 1 November First Day of Summer term Mon 20 April 

Last day of Autumn term Fri 20 December Summer Half term 25 - 29 May 

Christmas Holidays 23 December - 3 January INSET DAY Mon 1 June 

INSET DAY Mon 6 January INSET DAY Fri 3 July 

First day of Spring term Tue 7 January Last day of Summer term Wed 22 July 







Please take note of this which will be displayed 

in the church car park 

Sofia in Larch is appearing in this production - 

tickets from £11 

Squirrels 1st May 










