Pyrford Church of England Primary School
22 March 2019

In this week’s
newsletter:

Good morning, it was lovely to see so many of you at our parent meetings this week. We have had
our best turn out ever with 98%. For those of you who did not make an appointment, we will be in
contact with you directly so that we are able to share information about your child. Well done to
everyone who has managed to navigate our new booking system; we are starting to see the benefits of
having all our systems tied in to one place. Please continue to give us feedback about the systems so
that we are able to tweak them if possible. Can I remind you to please book as soon as possible your
Breakfast Club and Treetops sessions for after the Easter holidays as I know these are both very busy.
As our Nursery has become increasingly popular thanks to all the hard work of Mrs Hope and her
team, so has the school. This year we received over 220 applications for 60 places. When governors
met to discuss admissions, it became apparent that we were not going to be able to meet the needs of
our local community and that many siblings and those living and worshipping in our parish would not
gain places at the school for their children this coming September. In light of this information and the
diligent work of governors and the school in applying the admissions criteria, meetings were held with
Surrey County Council and Guildford Diocese. The outcome of these meetings is that Trustees have
decided to admit an additional 30 pupils into YR this September. For the school this has little, if any,
impact at all. In July our 90 Y6 pupils leave, therefore freeing up a classroom and space in the school
to cater for the additional Reception pupils. Exciting times ahead welcoming all of our little people!
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I am sure you will all be aware of the atrocities which happened over in Christchurch, New
Zealand. This is an unsettling time for many and of course we are here to support all of our children
and families. Our thoughts and prayers have very much involved the Islamic community at this difficult
time. The Shah Jahan Mosque in Woking is holding a vigil tomorrow afternoon (please see details
overleaf) where all members of the local community are invited to show solidarity. I would be
delighted if you are able to join myself and the local community to show support. Our Year 5 pupils
attended the mosque visit this week as part of their planned curriculum work. I appreciate that there
was some anxiety over this visit, however the school and mosque worked well together to make this
a safe and enjoyable educational opportunity.
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I spent an interesting day this week with the Education Endowment Foundation, who undertake
evidence based research in education. I was looking at those issues which are currently impacting on
schools and evidence to support the validity of the studies and research produced. This kind of
research is essential to use when doing any school improvement work and I am hoping to start sharing
some of the research with you so that you can see how evidence links to initiatives we are driving in
school. I am keen to research further into working with parents to support children's learning.



Many thanks indeed to those of you who responded to my plea for help with the 'Music House'. Your
help has been much appreciated; I wasn't too keen on spending another Saturday up a ladder in high
winds! My personal thanks to staff and the couple of parents who came and braved the winds last
weekend and to those of you who have helped this week.

The PTA met this week to discuss fundraising activities and planned expenditure. Please read their
updated newsletter for all of the information. Our next fundraising venture starts with our 'Healthy
Hearts' launch. Next Friday, 29th March, we are holding a sports themed mufti day where we want to
raise funds to pay for two defibrillators to be installed in the school. This life changing equipment
could save a member of our school community's life. In return for wearing sports themed mufti
clothes to school next Friday, we are asking parents to donate a minimum of £1 per child. We need
to raise in excess of £1000 to pay for the defibrillators, so any donations in excess of £1 are very
welcome.
The PTA have launched the training programme for our Fun Run this week too. It’s coming home in
book bags and is in this newsletter. This is a great event for everyone to get involved with. We are
using funds raised to buy new sports equipment, kit and to put money towards our new swimming
changing room facilities.
Wishing you a good weekend.
Kathryn Krynicki
Headteacher

Squirrels - Alexander Caulfield for interacting
well with his friends.

Birch - Finley Barnes for writing an exciting diary
entry.

Hazel - Sebastian Fongo for excellent behaviour.

Alder - Billy Wilson for working hard to improve
his English work.

Beech - Emma Robinson for fabulous tortoise
work.

Larch - Aiza Asif for writing an entertaining diary
entry as Varjak.

Chestnut - Fergus Foden-Reekie for working
really hard with his reading.

Cherry - Connor for working really well in a
group.

Oak - Maddy Elliott for some lovely ideas for our
class prayer book.
Cedar - Chloe Smith for a brilliant diary entry.

Willow - Akbar Azam for excellent explanations
in Science last week.

Hawthorn - Zainab Atiq for great progress in
reading.

Sycamore - Tanisha Nawaz for a great newspaper
report in English.

Elm - Jeremy Brierley for brilliant work with
fractions.

Laurel - Max Lafreniere for fantastic art work
inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright.

Maple - Kayla Broomfield for thoughtful and
careful writing about Jewish festivals in RE.

Holly - Katie Bushen for an effective collage
inspired by Ansel Adams’ photographs.

When dropping children at Breakfast Club, please could parents ensure they supervise them crossing from the
church car park and that they walk on the path around the car park rather than across it. The car park is very busy
in the mornings and we have had children dashing out in front of cars.
ONLINE BOOKINGS & PAYMENTS
There are a few people who haven’t yet registered for an account - if you need any
assistance, please contact the school office.
Please remember to give consent for any trips you have been contacted about.

The Church of the Good Shepherd have asked us to
include the following note:
“If a bollard is left in a car parking space within the
Church car park, it means that it is reserved for either
someone within the Parish Office or a hall hirer. The
bollard is NOT to be removed to then use the car park
space. We really appreciate your understanding in this
matter”
Reports of rude behaviour by parents of the school
could jeopardise the kind arrangement we have with
the church for parents to park during drop off and pick
up. Please use this facility with consideration.

SCHOOL DATES FOR 2018—2019 ACADEMIC YEAR
Description
Year 5 Bushcraft Residential Presentation
Year 6 Junior Citizen
Sportswear Mufti Day
Yr 4 Residential to Hindleap
Yr 2 End of Year Assessment Talk
School Easter Service at CoGS
Last Day of Spring Term
Easter Holidays
First Day of Summer Term
Yr 5 Viking workshop
Reception to British Wildlife Centre
Bag2School collection
PTA Fun Run
May Bank Holiday
Yr 3 Residential to Henley Fort
SATs Week
Yr 5 Residential to West Dean
Yr 4 Tropical Zoo Workshop
Summer Half term
INSET Day
Foundation Stage & KS1 Sports Day
KS2 Sports Day
Primary Music Festival
Yr 2 to The Look Out Discovery Centre
Elm class to Henley Fort
Maple class to Henley Fort
Yr 6 Residential to Liddington Hall
Yr 5 to Warner Bros Studios
Yr 1 to Chessington
Yr 4 to Wisley
Yr 6 Leavers’ Service at Guildford Cathedral
Summer Fayre
Secondary School Induction Days
Yr 2 Pedals Course
PTA Family BBQ
Brass Summer Concert at CoGS
Yr 5 Away Day at Fullbrook
Leavers’ Service at CoGS
Last Day of Summer Term

Date
Mon 25 March
Wed 27 March
Fri 29 Mar
Mon 1 - Wed 3 April
Wed 3 April
Fri 5 April
Fri 5 April
8 - 22 April
Tue 23 April
Mon 29 April
Wed 1 May
Fri 3 May
Fri 3 May
Mon 6 May
Tue 7 - Wed 8 May
13 - 17 May
Tue 14 - Fri 17 May
Wed 22 May
27 - 31 May
Mon 3 June
Wed 5 June
Fri 7 June
Mon 10 June
Tue 11 June
Wed 12 June
Thu 13 June
Mon 17 - Fri 21 June
Mon 17 June
Tue 18 June
Wed 19 June
Thu 27 June
Sat 29 June
Tue 2 and/or Wed 3 July
Thu 4 July
Fri 5 July
Sat 6 July
Tue 9 July
Wed 24 July
Wed 24 July

Time
18:00

14:40-15:10
09:30
finish at 13:30

morning
morning
16:00 - 20:00

11:30 - 18:30

09:30
finish at 13:30

Daffodil pins on sale from
the office
£1 suggested donation to
Marie Curie

MORE CROSS COUNTRY NEWS!! - WASPS YEARS 5 & 6 AND FINAL RESULTS
Pyrford joined 14 other Woking primary schools on Goldsworth Park again on Tuesday for the Year 5/6 cross
country race. On a slippery 1.8k course with over 100 runners in each of the girls and boys races, our fantastic
teams did us proud again! There were big hearted runs from everyone, all running hard to the end despite a nasty
fall in one case, and a lost shoe in another….! A massive well done to all our runners!
Girls: Jessica Attfield, Scarlett Davies, Hannah Giddings, Daisy Hunnisett, Nell Hunter, Charlotte Peasey, Lilly Staton,
Jessica Zone
Boys: Will Abbott, Benji Broadhead, James Cobbett, Drew Jones, Olli Johnson, Daniel Lambkin, Josh Lines, Tom
Purnell.
WASPS RESULTS
Boys:
Pyrford retained a place in the medals again this year, with the Boys teams finishing with a Silver medal (Years
3&4) and a Bronze (Years 5&6) respectively, and with an Overall Boys Silver medal. A great achievement with 15
schools participating!
Girls:
Sadly we had insufficient runners in the Girls Years 3&4 to qualify for team places. The girls Years 5&6 team
placed 9th overall in a very strong and fast field. With some fantastic individual performances all round, we are very
hopeful for next year’s races and would love a few more girls to join the team!
If your son or daughter in Year 4-6 would like to join our parent lead running club, please ask the office for a
registration form. We rely on parent volunteers to help each week, so if you can spare an hour on a Friday 3.15 4.15pm please let us know!
Running Club Team.

Yesterday 9 boys from Year 4 took part in a Football
Tournament held by Woking Football Club. This took place
on the 3G pitches at the Leisure Centre. Each game was a
fast and furious 8 minutes. No corners, the ball being able to
be kicked against the wall and play never stopped.
The boys played very strongly. We won our first two
matches, lost our third and our final match was a 1-1
draw. Unfortunately we didn't progress to the semi finals
but this was by only one point.
A big well done to all the boys who played - Alex K, Alex B,
Alex A, Finley, Leo, George, William B, Billy and Aaron. Many
thanks to Alex A's Dad Keith and Finley's Mum Mel for their
great coaching and support during the tournament.

