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Dear Parents, 

What a week it has been! Full of excitement about World Book Day, Wonka chocolate bars, and the 
wonderful return of some sunshine; which has been a most welcome addition.  We started the week in 
our assembly sharing the story of St. Martin de Porres, a Peruvian born in the 1500s, who joined the 
Dominican order and was renowned for his extraordinary charity and selflessness. We discussed how he 
chose to help others and put others’ needs ahead of his own, and how we can take inspiration from his 
life to help those around us in our own community. A truly powerful message to carry through the week. 

The beginning of this week also saw the start of the WASPS cross country event, which takes place over 
several weeks. It began with a bang, with some fantastic performances from our runners - especially our 
girls, with two members of the team finishing overall 1st and 2nd. That is quite a feat and a testament to 
the dedication and talent across the squad. Well done to the whole team! #TeamPyrford 

As we move through this week, we are also mindful that many members of our school family are 
observing Ramadan - the holiest month in the Islamic calendar. Ramadan is a time of fasting, reflection, 
prayer, and community, and it holds deep spiritual significance for our Muslim families. We are proud 
that Pyrford is a school where the values of our different faiths enrich us all, and we would like to wish 
Ramadan Mubarak to all those who are observing. We recognise the commitment and dedication that 
fasting and prayer require, and we hold our Muslim pupils and their families in our thoughts throughout 
this special month. 

We also received some very sad news this week with the passing of Bishop Andrew, our Diocesan bishop, 
following his diagnosis of terminal cancer. Bishop Andrew will be familiar to many families who have 
passed through Pyrford, as he led the Leavers’ Service at Guildford Cathedral. He will be greatly missed by 
all across the Diocese, and we are sure that you will keep his family in your thoughts and prayers over the 
coming days. May he rest in peace. 

Last but certainly not least - what a wonderful sight greeted us this morning! The costumes on show for 
World Book Day were simply brilliant, with so many children truly getting into the spirit of things with 
some ingenious and extravagant outfits. World Book Day is always a day we look forward to at Pyrford, 
and it never fails to bring a great deal of joy to the whole school community. A huge well done and thank 
you to all the children and families who put such thought and effort into their costumes. 

Enjoy your weekend.  

Mr D 

Gavin Dutton 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Letter 

SWIMMING HELPERS WANTED 

Swimming lessons start in May for Reception and Years 1 & 2. We need volunteers 

to come in and help the children to change into and out of their swimming kit. 

Reception will be swimming on Tuesday mornings, Year 1 on Wednesday mornings 

and Year 2 on Thursday mornings. 

If you are able to help, even if not every week, please let us know office@pyrford.surrey.sch.uk 

You will need a school DBS and if you don’t currently have one, please contact us as soon as possible so 

that we can apply for one for you. Some applications are taking longer than usual so the earlier you 

apply the better! 

Many thanks. 

mailto:office@pyrford.surrey.sch.uk
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N SQUIRRELS - Husayn Our story last week was We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. Husayn really enjoyed all the activities linked to 

the story, especially going to the Environmental Garden to look for a bear! Husayn retold the story and played a Bear Hunt 

game, taking turns with his friends. Well done Husayn! 

R BEECH - Zimal for putting in lots of extra effort recently with her writing and drawing. She is also super keen to read each day 

and is trying so hard with all her learning. Well done Zimal, keep up the good work! 

R HAZEL - Meera for being one of the kindest people you can meet. She works and plays happily with lots of different children, 

always seeing the best in everyone. What a wonderful quality to have Meera! 

1 OAK - Stephanie for the excellent adjectives she used in her writing to describe the fantastic garden she drew. Stephanie has 

been showing such positive effort in her writing and it is wonderful to see her using capital letters, finger spaces and interesting 

language in her sentences. Well done Stephanie! 

1 PINE - Kayleigh for her fantastic effort and determination in Maths. As we have been learning about place value to 50, she 

has worked really hard to recognise the tens and to partition numbers into tens and ones. Miss Dennis has been so impressed 

with her perseverance and positive attitude. Well done Kayleigh! 

2 CEDAR -  Husniya who wrote a great letter to Goldilocks from Baby Bear. Dear Goldilocks. Thank you for my letter. I forgive 

you. Anyways I don’t like my porridge. My dad will fix my chair. 

2 HAWTHORN - Joe for writing an excellent letter sharing his opinion on whether Baby Bear should forgive Goldilocks. He 

spoke with great passion during the lesson, showing lots of enthusiasm for his ideas and listened well to the opinion of others. 

Well done Joe! 

3 ELM - Millie Inspired by Alberto Giacommetti, Millie created this fantastic human fig-

ure using wire and clay. Her sculpture gives a great feeling of movement and fun. Won-

derful work Millie! 

3 MAPLE - Fatimah who created a fabulous sculpture in our Art lessons, inspired by 

Alberto Giacommetti, a Swiss painter and sculptor. Mrs Goree and Mrs Humphries were 

so impressed with Fatimah’s model, her brilliant ideas and how carefully she worked. 

Fatimah then took on the role of an expert in class and supported other children to 

complete their sculptures. Well done Fatimah! Mrs Goree and Mrs Humphries are so 

proud of her fabulous art and even more proud of the thoughtful and kind person that she is! 

4 ALDER - Nula Year 4 have been looking at and comparing mixed numbers and fractions. Nula has been an absolute whizz! Her 

understanding and enthusiasm is excellent, she has been super keen to complete the challenges and has kindly helped others 

who don’t find it so easy. Amazing Nula! 

4 LARCH - Nuriyah who has really impressed Mrs Steen with her progress in writing. She has worked so hard on developing her 

joined handwriting and her spelling. She is taking such great care in her work and presentation. Well done Nuriyah! 

5 ROWAN - Teddy With a keen eye and a steady hand, Teddy has done fantastic work exploring 

perspective in Art. By carefully using construction lines, he built strong foundations for his draw-

ings - planning first, then creating with confidence. His understanding of perspective helps his 

artwork look realistic and three-dimensional, making objects feel like they pop right off the 

page. What’s especially impressive is Teddy’s precision. Every line has purpose. Every angle 

shows care. His thoughtful approach and attention to detail demonstrate not only skill, but real 

artistic growth. Great work Teddy. Keep building, keep imagining and keep creating amazing art! 

5 WILLOW - Bethany Congratulations to Bethany for her excellent setting description of the ca-

thedral from our new English book Floodland by Marcus Sedgwick. She took great care in 

sketching a detailed and thoughtful piece, really paying attention to the atmosphere and fea-

tures described. She then wrote a brilliant description to match it, using vivid language to bring the setting to life. Well done 

Bethany! 

6 ASPEN -  Isobel for her brilliant story setting writing. She really brought her description alive with her choice of adjectives and 

fronted adverbials. Her writing conveys the character’s emotions wonderfully. Cold waves of nerves washed over me, as my 

stomach tightened. I could see my warm breath in the refreshing morning air. Every minute, small waves lapped onto the 

broad, wooden plank. 

6 HOLLY - Florence for her impressive writing in English. She produced a fantastic balanced argument on whether or not some-

one should sail around the world for a year. Her ideas were thoughtfully considered and clearly organised into paragraphs. She 

used formal language throughout and demonstrated excellent control of key writing features, including fronted adverbials, the 
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passive voice and a well-crafted relative clause. A truly impressive piece of work - well done Florence! 

6 LAUREL - Xanthe for her fantastic work in our Geography topic Enough for Everyone. This week we looked at urban settle-

ments and Xanthe thought carefully about the important considerations for an urban settlement and what she would include 

if she were planning a new town. Well done Xanthe, keep up the great work! 

Ten children from Years 5 and 6 represented our school at a cross country running event held at 
Hoebridge School. We are incredibly proud of every single one of them. 

All of the children performed amazingly well, showing determination, resilience, and a fantastic attitude 
throughout the race. Each runner successfully completed the course - a wonderful achievement that 
reflects their hard work and commitment. 

A very special mention must go to Immy and Ellie from Year 6, who achieved an outstanding first and 
second place in the girls’ race out of a field of 66 runners. This is a fantastic accomplishment, and we are 
extremely proud of their impressive performance. 

It was heartwarming to see how 
supportive the team members 
were of one another, offering 
encouragement and celebrating 
each other’s efforts from start to 
finish. They truly demonstrated 
excellent teamwork and 
sportsmanship. 

A big thank you goes to the 
parents who came along to 
support the team. Your 
enthusiastic cheering from the sidelines made a real difference and helped create such a positive and 
uplifting atmosphere. 

Cross Country Success! 
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Children in Reception have been out and about in the sunshine, learning how to cross the road safely…. 

    NURSERY & YR 

    Contributions on Scopay for Little City 

    YEAR 4  

    Hindleap payments must be completed by 8th March 

    YEAR 5  

    Contributions on Scopay for Viking Workshop 

    Breakfast Club & Treetops accounts to be brought up 

    to date 

Term Dates … This Year 

(2025/26) 

Friday 27th March Term ends  at 12:00 

Monday 13th April First day of term 

Monday 4th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May HALF TERM 

Monday 29th June INSET DAY 

Friday 17th July Term ends at 12:00 

Road Safety 

…. and earlier this half term, learned about Shrove Tuesday, eating pancakes at their own café. Thank 

you for helping with the washing up! 
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Term Dates … Next Year  

(2026/27) 

Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September INSET DAYS 

Thursday 3rd September Term starts for children 

Friday 16th October INSET DAY 

Monday 19th - Friday 30th October HALF TERM 

Friday 18th December Term ends 

Monday 4th January First day of term 

Monday 15th - Friday 19th February HALF TERM 

Wednesday 24th March Term ends 

Thursday 25th March INSET DAY 

Monday 12th April First day of term 

Monday 3rd May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June HALF TERM 

Monday 28th June INSET DAY 

Friday 23rd July Term ends  

SPRING TERM DATES 

Mon 9 Mar  Y3 Elm Feet First Training 

Tue 10 Mar  Y3 Maple Feet First Training 

Wed 11 Mar  Y2 to Brooklands Museum 

Fri 13 Mar  YR Superhero Day 

Fri 13 Mar 15:00 Preloved Uniform Clearance Event 

Mon 16 Mar 15:45-17:45 Primary Hockey Festival @ Charterhouse 

Tue 17 Mar  Bishop of Dorking Visit 

Tue 17 Mar 16:00-17:00 Y3/4 Cross Country Team @ Hoebridge 

Wed 18 Mar  YN & YR Little City @ CoGS 

Fri 20 Mar 15:30 Relationship Education Presentation for Y4 & Y5 parents 

Mon 23 Mar  Easter Pause Day 

Mon 23 Mar 09:00 Engage Easter Assembly 

Tue 24 Mar  Y3 Soils workshop with Dr M 

Tue 24 Mar 15:30 Y4 Hindleap Parents’ Meeting 

Wed 25 Mar  Y5 Vikings Workshop 

Thu 26 Mar 09:00 Easter Service @ CoGS 

Fri 27 Mar 12:00 Last Day of Spring Term 

Mon 30 Mar -  

Fri 10 Apr 

 EASTER HOLIDAY 
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SUMMER TERM DATES 

Mon 13 Apr  First Day of Summer Term 

Thu 23 & Fri 24 Apr  Life Bus Workshops 

Mon 27 - Wed 29 Apr  Y4 Hindleap Warren Residential 

Mon 4 May  Bank Holiday 

Thu 7 May  Revd Nick leading assembly 

Thu 7 May  YR to Wellington Park 

Fri 8 May  Y4 to Hampton Court 

Mon 11 - Thu 14 May  Y6 SATS 

Mon 18 May am EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 

Tue 19 May 13:30-16:30 North Surrey Schools Chess Event 

Wed 20 May  Class Photos 

Wed 20 May 10:30-15:00 Y5 Boys Cricket Competition 

Thu 21 May  Outdoor Learning Day 

Thu 21 May  Y5 to Mosque 

Fri 22 May am KS2 Sports Day 

Mon 25 - Fri 29 May  HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Wed 10 Jun  Y1 Animal Club Workshop 

Wed 10 Jun 10:30-15:00 Y5&Y6 Girls Cricket Competition 

Thu 11 Jun  International Day of Play 

Sat 13 Jun  School Summer Fair 

Tue 16 Jun  Y6 Leavers’ Service @ Cathedral 

Wed 17 Jun  EYFS Minibeast Bugfest 

Thu 18 Jun  Y6 Lego Stem Workshop 

Fri 19 Jun  Y5 to Wildwood 

Sat 20 Jun evening Y4 Brass Concert @ CoGS 

Wed 24 Jun  Y2 to The Lookout Discovery Centre 

Wed 24 Jun  Nursery Class Photo 

Fri 26 Jun  Y3 Outdoor Learning Activity Day 

Mon 29 Jun  INSET DAY 

Tue 30 Jun & Wed 1 Jul  Forest School - 1 class per day 

Mon 6  - Fri 10 Jul  Y6 Osmington Bay Residential 

Thu 9 Jul  Revd Nick leading assembly 

Thu 16 Jul 09:00 Leavers Service @ CoGS 

Fri 17 Jul 12:00 Last Day of Summer Term 

YEAR 5 Discovery Workshops - Saturday 14th March 

These exciting, hands-on workshops are designed specifically for Year 5 pupils, offering 
them the chance to explore new subjects like Robotics, try creative and challenging 

activities like our Maths and Science or Art workshops, and experience the vibrant learning 
environment at SWPS. Full details and registration is here:  https://www.swps.org.uk/

admissions/visit-us/ 

https://www.swps.org.uk/admissions/visit-us/
https://www.swps.org.uk/admissions/visit-us/


8 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 


