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What a fantastic day Year 2 had 

keeping cool in the forest and 

exploring Science!  

Woodland Activities 

Last week Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed their day at 

Wildwood - building on their teamwork, 

communication and resilience. 
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Dear parents and carers, 

A huge thank you to everyone for your support during what can only be described as an 'extraordinary' 

week. The kind messages, drinks and ice lollies for staff and children have meant a great deal to the 

whole team. We won't pretend it has been easy with temperatures soaring, but everyone has pulled 

together brilliantly to keep the school open and as comfortable as possible. Hopefully we never see 

conditions like this again! 

With cooler weather on the way and the INSET day on Monday giving the building some time to settle, 

we're looking forward to things feeling a little more manageable when children return. Children are 

welcome to come in their preferred uniform, whether that is PE kit or standard uniform, and juniors do 

not need to wear ties or blazers. This will remain in place until the end of term. 

We are really looking forward to Monday's INSET day. We will be completing training linked to our OPAL 

play project and then spending time developing new play areas around the site, so that children will have 

more options to enjoy when they return on Tuesday. 

As we head towards the end of term, there is a great deal to look forward to. Next week sees the first of 

three transition days, as children begin the process of saying goodbye to their current teachers and hello 

to their new ones. Children will find out who their new teachers are on Thursday and will no doubt have 

lots to tell you when they get home. We will follow this up with a full list of  teachers in Friday's 

newsletter, but we are not able to provide a class list of pupils due to GDPR. It is worth remembering that 

children often pick up on the anxieties of the adults around them. I am genuinely proud of the team we 

have here and confident that every child will be well supported through this process. 

Alongside transition, we wish all of our Year 6 pupils the very best as they visit their secondary schools 

next week, before returning for their rescheduled performances. Our victorious Year 5 cricket team head 

to the county finals on Tuesday and we wish them the very best of luck. The following week I will be 

joining the Year 6 team on residential at Osmington Bay. 

I hope you have all managed to get through the week in one piece and enjoy a well-earned rest from the 

heat this weekend. 

Gavin Dutton 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Letter 
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N SQUIRRELS -Abuzar, Huzaifah, Isobel & Lana The children created marble painting pictures 

for Father’s Day. They all followed the instructions and showed great control as they tilted 

the tray to make the marble move. They had great fun and created unique pictures. Well 

done! 

R BEECH - Theo He is always so enthusiastic about everything we learn, but he was very 

excited to learn about minibeasts. He was enthusiastic about learning about bugs during our 

workshop and was brave, holding and touching some too! Afterwards he did some fantastic 

writing about the bugs too! 

R HAZEL - Aula We have been learning about frogs and Aula did a fantastic job recalling and sharing the facts she had 

learned. It was lovely to see her enthusiasm, excellent memory and great writing. Well done Aula! 

1 OAK - Isla This week, Oak Class have been celebrating Isla. During our activities, Isla has been choosing to write and 

has even started to write her own songs. We are so proud of her ideas, her writing and her song-writing. Well done 

Isla! 

1 PINE - Ayla for her fabulous attitude to learning in Science. Year 1 have been learning all about the different animal 

groups and not only did Ayla ask some thoughtful questions in our animal workshop, but she also paid close attention 

when learning about mammals. Well done Ayla, keep up the amazing work! 

2 CEDAR - Thea who has shown real skill when learning about turning 2D nets into 3D packaging. She showed  

kindness and support towards others and helped lots of people. 

2 HAWTHORN - Josh He created his own creature called a Spiderchog. He used expert vocabulary to write his own 

facts about it, setting his work out neatly with headings and sub-headings. He also included a ‘did you know’ fact. 

Well done Josh! 

3 ELM - Belle This week we wrote stories about our adventures on the Green Ship. Belle wrote a fantastic story about 

her trip to Italy. Her imaginative writing uses excellent vocabulary and a wide range of conjunctions make her 

sentences really interesting. Wonderful work Belle! 

3 MAPLE - Amaliia  We are so proud of her writing this week. We wrote our own Green Ship adventure stories and 

Amaliia used some interesting sentence openers, adventurous verbs such as ‘huddled’ and even personified the 

weather. Fantastic writing Amaliia! 

4 ALDER - Ava & Lottie for showing absolute kindness. If anyone has a problem, they always give their time to that 

person, have patience and know how to speak appropriately and in the most caring way. We are very proud of both 

girls and appreciate all the effort they make with other children. 

4 LARCH - Lyla We have been designing and making our own cushions in DT. Lyla took so 

much care and time with her sewing and produced an exceptional cushion! 

5 ROWAN & WILLOW - Everyone for showing brilliant collaboration, communication and 

resilience during their visit to Wild Wood on Friday. They worked superbly together, 

supported one another throughout the day and approached every challenge with 

enthusiasm and determination. They had a fantastic day and were a credit to our school. 

6 ASPEN -  Alex for his work in Science. We have been learning about classification keys 

and how scientists use them to help identify animals and plants. 

6 HOLLY - Abubakr-Ali for his excellent work in our STEM Lego workshop. He listened 

carefully to instructions, worked patiently throughout and successfully built and programmed his model. He 

confidently explored the use of Bluetooth technology and sensors to create a fairground ride with his partner, using 

algorithms to control the lights and speed. He showed great focus, problem-solving skills and enthusiasm for 

learning. Well done Abubakr-Ali - great work! 

6 LAUREL - Everyone We were lucky to take part in a STEM Lego workshop. They were all so well-behaved, working 

collaboratively, listening to instructions and building motorized Lego models with care and attention. Well done 

Laurel class! 
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YEAR 3 ACTIVITY 

The Y3 Activity Day scheduled for today will now 

take place on Friday 11th September when the 

children will be in Year 4. 

Term Dates 2026/27 

Tuesday 1st &  

Wednesday 2nd September 

INSET DAYS 

Thursday 3rd September Term starts for children 

Friday 16th October INSET DAY 

Monday 19th - Friday 30th October HALF TERM 

Friday 18th December Term ends 

Monday 4th January First day of term 

Monday 15th - Friday 19th February HALF TERM 

Wednesday 24th March Term ends 

Thursday 25th March INSET DAY 

Monday 12th April First day of term 

Monday 3rd May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June HALF TERM 

Monday 28th June INSET DAY 

Friday 23rd July Term ends  

SUMMER TERM DATES 

Mon 29 Jun  INSET DAY 

Wed 1 Jul 10:30 - 11:30 

13:30 - 14:30 

New Reception Children visits 

Tue 30 Jun  

& Wed 1 Jul 

 Forest School - 1 class per day 

Thu 2 Jul 09:30 Y6 Production @ CoGS 

Fri 3 Jul 13:30 Y6 Production @ CoGS 

Mon 6  - Fri 10 Jul  Y6 Osmington Bay Residential 

Wed 8 Jul  Nursery Photos 

Thu 9 Jul  Revd Nick leading assembly 

Tue 14 Jul 08:45 - 09:15 EYFS / KS1 Awards Assembly 

Wed 15 Jul 08:45 - 09:15 KS2 Awards Assembly 

Thu 16 Jul 09:00 Leavers Service @ CoGS 

Fri 17 Jul 12:00 Last Day of Summer Term 
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