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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is with some surprise that we have arrived at the halfway point of the school year - hard to believe, isn't 

it? This week has been full of wonderful activities and Pyrford joy. 

We started the week with the story of Daniel being thrown into the lions' den, continuing our theme of 

holding onto our convictions and standing up for what is right. This has been a recurring feature 

throughout the term, and I encourage you to discuss with your children how it feels to do the right thing 

and how difficult it can be at times. 

Tuesday and Wednesday were filled with joy at the church as Years 3 and 4 put on their rather gruesome 

(!) performance of Roald Dahl's version of "The Three Little Pigs." I was lucky enough to catch Tuesday's 

dress rehearsal, which was quite splendid. It was wonderful to see so many children shine, demonstrating 

confidence in themselves and each other. The overall production was impressively slick - the whole team 

worked so hard, and it all came to a wonderful crescendo with the performances. 

This week has also brought excellent learning opportunities: Year 6's Greek Day on Wednesday, Dr. M's 

visit to Year 5 on Thursday to support science learning (resulting in the children making their own bath 

bombs), and Year 1's trip to the Milestone Museum as part of their learning about toys from the past. It 

has been a very busy week indeed. 

We welcomed Miss Varney this week on her second placement as part of her teacher training. She will be 

with us in Hawthorn Class (Year 2) until Easter. You will have noticed that Miss Evans, who has been with 

Cedar Class since September, has headed off to a different school for her second placement. She will 

return in the summer term. 

The school will start after half term with an exciting bang on the first Monday back, with our choir 

heading to the O2 to take part in the Young Voices concert. Our highly successful girls' football team will 

then be competing with some of the best teams across Surrey on Tuesday, and our KS2 students will head 

to the church on Wednesday to mark Ash Wednesday. 

Although we are halfway through the year, there are still so many things going on. I want to take this time 

to wish you a happy and restful half term. Let's hope that when we return, the rain has ceased, at least 

slightly, and that we can enjoy a wonderful run to the summer term! 

 

Mr D 

Gavin Dutton 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Letter 

On Tuesday we celebrated Safer Internet Day with a special assembly led by our 

Digital Leaders featuring some AI generated pictures of space ships and zebras 

invading our school!   

We participated in a live lesson and we all learnt about how AI works and how to 

keep ourselves safe when using AI tools. To support the day, Internet Matters have 

provided these handy tips for parents and carers which can be accessed at the link 

below. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/how

-to-use-ai-safely/?amp;_linkgroups=Send%20home%20to%

20parents&utm_campaign=4214521_NL050226DM%20-%20Send%20home%20to%

20parents%20-%20Parental%

20controls&utm_medium=email&utm_source=email_internal&dm_i=7MSZ,2IBY1,1

HNU87,5DI6L,1,0,0,0 

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/how-to-use-ai-safely/?amp;_linkgroups=Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_campaign=4214521_NL050226DM%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents%20-%20Parental%20controls&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/how-to-use-ai-safely/?amp;_linkgroups=Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_campaign=4214521_NL050226DM%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents%20-%20Parental%20controls&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/how-to-use-ai-safely/?amp;_linkgroups=Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_campaign=4214521_NL050226DM%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents%20-%20Parental%20controls&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/how-to-use-ai-safely/?amp;_linkgroups=Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_campaign=4214521_NL050226DM%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents%20-%20Parental%20controls&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/how-to-use-ai-safely/?amp;_linkgroups=Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_campaign=4214521_NL050226DM%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents%20-%20Parental%20controls&utm_medium=email&ut
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/by-activity/using-artificial-intelligence/how-to-use-ai-safely/?amp;_linkgroups=Send%20home%20to%20parents&utm_campaign=4214521_NL050226DM%20-%20Send%20home%20to%20parents%20-%20Parental%20controls&utm_medium=email&ut
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Term Dates … This Year 

(2025/26) 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February HALF TERM 

Friday 27th March Term ends  at 12:00 

Monday 13th April First day of term 

Monday 4th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May HALF TERM 

Monday 29th June INSET DAY 

Friday 17th July Term ends at 12:00 

The Eco Team were delighted to receive 16 litter pickers 

from the PTA this week. 

They have written cards and letters to say thank you for the 

very kind donation and will be testing them out on Friday 

morning to make sure that our school environment is litter 

free before the half term holiday! 

 

Next half term the Eco Team are holding a Book Swap, for 

World Book Day. Please bring in any good quality, pre-

loved books on THURSDAY 5th March, the day before our 

dress up day.  

We will be holding the Book Swap on FRIDAY 6th March, 

during school time. 

We will be celebrating World Book Day (a day late)  on Friday 6th 

March. This is a national  celebration of books and reading. 

On this day, we would love children to come to school dressed as 

their favourite book character  and bring the accompanying book 

(named please). 

If you prefer a ‘bought’ costume to a homemade one, and you 

have any old, no longer need costumes please bring these to 

school from Monday 23rd February. We will  have a rail outside the office where you  can leave 

costumes and help yourself to a different one. Hopefully this will help with cost and saving the planet! 

   * Please bring your Breakfast Club & 

   Treetops accounts up to date 

   * Year 4 - please return Hindleap 

   Dietary and Medical Forms 

   * Please remember to book school 

   lunches for after half term. 
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 N SQUIRRELS - Iris & Piper Our story this week is The Gingerbread Man. Iris and Piper confidently used 

the story props to retell the tale, remembering all the key events and joining in with the repetitive 

refrain. They also had great fun exploring the tuff tray, using flour, ginger and baking tools to extend 

their learning through hands-on play. 

R BEECH - Finlay who has been working really hard on his writing this year. Not only can he now 

confidently write his name, this week he did some amazing writing about the story of The Gingerbread 

Man. He thought carefully about his letter formation and is even practising writing in his playtime now! 

R HAZEL - Leo F Leo loves numbers and enjoyed playing a game yesterday. He 

rolled the die, used subitising  to tell us the amount, circling the correct number of dots and writing 

down the numeral. Well done Leo! 

1 OAK - Lyla for the fantastic effort she puts into her writing every 

day. She made a brilliant start at writing instructions to explain how 

to build an egg box dragon, using what she learned when making her own dragon last 

week. Lyla always shows a positive attitude, works hard and remembers the feedback she is 

given. She enjoyed the writing so much that she even chose to write her own instructions 

on Monday morning at the writing table. Miss Daly is so proud of the progress Lyla is 

making. Well done! 

1 PINE - Orson for his wonderful curiosity and thoughtful questioning during our learning 

about Shabbat. When our visitor from the synagogue joined Year 1, Orson asked 

meaningful questions and listened carefully to the answers. He showed great respect and 

interest, helping to create a great class discussion. Well done Orson! 

2 CEDAR -  Zack We have been learning about instruction writing in Year 2 and the use of imperative verbs and time 

connectives. Zack wrote some fantastic instructions about how to wash his new creature the Scorpifont which is a mixture of 

an elephant and a scorpion. He used a range of time connectives and imperative verbs, well done Zack! 

2 HAWTHORN - Billy for writing an impressive set of instructions for how to wash a 

Super Blue Whale. He remembered to used time connectives, imperative verbs and 

conjunctions. He also used adverbs to make his writing interesting for the reader. 

Exceptional handwriting too. Well done Billy! 

YEAR 3 - Everyone for their fantastic singing and enthusiasm in our production of The 

Three Little Pigs. They were all brilliant and we are really proud of them! 

YEAR 4 - Everyone for their truly outstanding performance in The Three Little Pigs. 

They are all stars! 

5 ROWAN - Immy for all the hard work she has shown in English. She created a 

wonderful verse for The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes, capturing the mood and style 

of the original poem beautifully. Her writing was rich in figurative language, vivid 

similes and effective personification that broughr her ideas to life. She also skilfully 

used repetition to create rhythm and emphasis, just like in the original poem. A truly 

fantastic effort - imaginative, thoughtful and beautifully written. Keep up the 

excellent work! 

5 WILLOW - Summer for an excellent piece of work in Geography. We have been learning about different time zones and how 

they relate to lines of longitude. Summer showed great enthusiasm throughout, as well as contributing positively to class 

discussion. Well done Summer! 

6 ASPEN -  Harper for her wonderful sketch of human eyes. The way she showed 

emotion is particularly impressive. Well done Harper. Mrs Brockway knows how much 

she loves Art and is pleased she enjoys the lessons. 

6 HOLLY - Martha for producing some truly outstanding 

artwork this half term in our Eyes in Art unit. Mrs Bull is 

consistently impressed by the level of detail in her 

drawings, as well as her thoughtful use of colour and 

strong sense of concept. She approaches each piece with creativity and imagination, showing 
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confidence in her ideas and a willingness to experiment. Her artwork is a real joy to observe and it is 

wonderful to see how she translate her ideas into such visually striking and original pieces. Well done 

Martha. 

6 LAUREL - Nicole for her wonderful painted clay dragon’s eye. Mrs 

Gilbey was so impressed with the shape, the contrasting colour choice 

and the way she made the scales. Well done Nicole, keep up the great 

work! 

 

SPRING TERM DATES 

Fri 13 Feb 15:00 Valentine’s Day Bake Sale 

Mon 16 -  

Fri 20 Feb 

 HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Mon 23 Feb  Young Voices Choir to O2 

Tue 24 Feb  Y6 Hearts with Dr M 

Tue 24 Feb  Y5/6 Girl’s Football Tournament 

Wed 25 Feb 09:00 KS2 visit CoGS to mark Ash Wednesday 

Fri 6 Mar  World Book Day 

Fri 6 Mar 19:30 - 22:00 PTA Spring Quiz Night 

Mon 9 Mar  Y3 Elm Feet First Training 

Tue 10 Mar  Y3 Maple Feet First Training 

Wed 11 Mar  Y2 to Brooklands Museum 

Fri 13 Mar  YR Superhero Day 

Tue 17 Mar  Bishop of Dorking Visit 

Wed 18 Mar  YN & YR Little City @ CoGS 

Mon 23 Mar  Easter Pause Day 

Tue 24 Mar  Y3 Soils workshop with Dr M 

Tue 24 Mar 15:30 Y4 Hindleap Parents’ Meeting 

Wed 25 Mar  Y5 Vikings Workshop 

Thu 26 Mar 09:00 Easter Service @ CoGS 

Fri 27 Mar 12:00 Last Day of Spring Term 

Mon 30 Mar -  

Fri 10 Apr 

 EASTER HOLIDAY 
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 Year 5 took part in fire safety sessions and we wanted to share the information for 
parents and carers with you all. 
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SUMMER TERM DATES 

Mon 13 Apr  First Day of Summer Term 

Thu 23 & Fri 24 Apr  Life Bus Workshops 

Mon 27 - Wed 29 Apr  Y4 Hindleap Warren Residential 

Mon 4 May  Bank Holiday 

Thu 7 May  Revd Nick leading assembly 

Thu 7 May  YR to Wellington Park 

Fri 8 May  Y4 to Hampton Court 

Mon 11 - Thu 14 May  Y6 SATS 

Mon 18 May am EYFS & KS1 Sports Day 

Wed 20 May  Class Photos 

Thu 21 May  Outdoor Learning Day 

Thu 21 May  Y5 to Mosque 

Fri 22 May am KS2 Sports Day 

Mon 25 - Fri 29 May  HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Wed 10 Jun  Y1 Animal Club Workshop 

Thu 11 Jun  International Day of Play 

Sat 13 Jun  School Summer Fair 

Tue 16 Jun  Y6 Leavers’ Service @ Cathedral 

Wed 17 Jun  EYFS Minibeast Bugfest 

Thu 18 Jun  Y6 Lego Stem Workshop 

Fri 19 Jun  Y5 to Wildwood 

Sat 20 Jun evening Y4 Brass Concert @ CoGS 

Wed 24 Jun  Y2 to The Lookout Discovery Centre 

Wed 24 Jun  Nursery Class Photo 

Fri 26 Jun  Y3 Outdoor Learning Activity Day 

Mon 29 Jun  INSET DAY 

Tue 30 Jun & Wed 1 Jul  Forest School - 1 class per day 

Mon 6  - Fri 10 Jul  Y6 Osmington Bay Residential 

Thu 9 Jul  Revd Nick leading assembly 

Thu 16 Jul 09:00 Leavers Service @ CoGS 

Fri 17 Jul 12:00 Last Day of Summer Term 
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Term Dates … Next Year  

(2026/27) 

Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September INSET DAYS 

Thursday 3rd September Term starts for children 

Friday 16th October INSET DAY 

Monday 19th - Friday 30th October HALF TERM 

Friday 18th December Term ends 

Monday 4th January First day of term 

Monday 15th - Friday 19th February HALF TERM 

Wednesday 24th March Term ends 

Thursday 25th March INSET DAY 

Monday 12th April First day of term 

Monday 3rd May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June HALF TERM 

Monday 28th June INSET DAY 

Friday 23rd July Term ends  
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