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Busy Year 5 & Year 1 Modern Artists 

It’s been another busy but fun week in 

Year 5. Dance in PE, programming using 

Crumble in Computing and finding 

equivalent fractions in Maths. A great 

start to the half term everyone! 

Year 1 have been inspired by Piet 

Mondrian’s Composition with Red, 

Blue and Yellow.  Using the digital 

art programme Paintz, the children 

created their very own versions - 

experimenting with bold lines and 

primary colours to make their own 

modern masterpieces! 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086005376237
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Headteacher’s Newsletter 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been an absolute treat to be in school this week! I’ve had the privilege of seeing so many 

children enjoying their learning as I go about my daily work. 

We began the week in assembly by thinking about the importance of putting others first and 

caring for one another. We explored two stories about Jesus - one about his visit to Simon’s 

house, where he was anointed with perfume, and another about the Last Supper, when he chose 

to wash his disciples’ feet. Through these stories, we reflected on how Jesus teaches us to be 

humble and to put others before ourselves. The children offered some wonderful ideas about 

how we can show kindness and service to others - in our classrooms, around school, and within 

our wider community. 

At playtimes, I’ve also been delighted to see how well the children interact and play together. 

Their creativity shines through in the games they invent and the fun they share. Our Sports 

Leaders deserve a special mention this week for the brilliant playtime activities they have been 

running as part of our lunchtime programme. Their enthusiasm and leadership are truly inspiring 

- I know a few teachers have even been taking notes! Well done to all of them. 

I would also like to thank everyone who got in touch following the publication of our lovely 

SIAMS report last week. It was such a pleasure to share our school with Andrew, the inspector, 

and even more rewarding to read a report that captures so beautifully what makes Pyrford so 

special. 

Looking ahead, we are very excited for the arrival of the Book Fair next week! The children are 

already buzzing about it, and we hope to see lots of parents and carers coming along to browse. 

Thank you in advance for your support - the Book Fair not only promotes a love of reading but 

also helps raise valuable funds for our school. Every penny goes straight back into supporting our 

reading initiatives, so do pop in and take a look at the fantastic selection of books. 

Have a great weekend. 

Gavin Dutton 

Headteacher 

 

    Positive noticing means picking up on the small stuff. 

    Although you may praise your child regularly, this week you 

    should pay attention to how regularly you notice the small stuff. 

    Positive noticing will build your child’s self-esteem and reminds  

    children what behaviours are wanted, recognised and celebrated. 
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If you would like your child to have the school 
Christmas lunch on Friday 12th December please 
ensure you book by 28th November. There is 
also a Halal Roast Chicken option. 
Friday 12th December will also be Christmas 
Jumper Day.  

ROY DAVEY 

We are very sad to announce the death of Roy Davey who was, for 
many years, both the Chair of our Local Governing Body and also of the 
then, Newark Academy Trust, until he moved away from the area in 
2016.  

Pyrford ran strongly through Roy’s blood and he was passionate, in 
particular, about the education of Pyrford’s children.  He was 
responsible for bringing the community infant and junior schools 
together to form Pyrford Primary and then for pushing for our change 
of status to a Church of England school in 2000 and then an Academy 
in 2014.  I believe he had been born here, but certainly he lived here as 
a boy and stayed in the area until his retirement. He was an 
educationalist through and through and was Headteacher of a local 
secondary school before becoming Director of Education in the Oxford 
Diocese.  

He was also a stalwart member of the church and the Pyrford 
Community and was Chairman of the Pyrford and Wisley Flower Show for many years. Some of you may 
remember him standing in Coldharbour Road in his high viz waistcoat, marshalling the traffic on the 
morning of the show.  

We remember him fondly and his ashes will be returned to his beloved Pyrford where they will be 
interred alongside those of his late wife, Jane, in St Nicholas graveyard. 
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N SQUIRRELS - Beatrix who is such a happy girl and enjoys her time at nursery. She loves playing games and showed great 

focus and problem-solving skills when she found all the matching ducks. Well done Beatrix! 

R BEECH - Danielle A huge welcome to Danielle who has recently joined Beech Class. She has come in happily and started to 

make lots of friends. We are so pleased you are part of our class! 

R HAZEL - Leo A big welcome to Leo who has joined us in Hazel Class this term. Leo has been enjoying playing with the 

dinosaurs and set up a fantastic Dinosaur World with his friends. Well done Leo for showing such fantastic team work! 

1 OAK - Rosie Year 1 have been inspired by our new text The Emperor’s Egg and the artist Nerys Levy to create their own 

scenes of Antarctica. Rosie produced a fantastic scene. She carefully drew her outline with great focus and thoughtfully 

selected her colours to reflect what she might see in the polar region. Miss Daly really liked how she added the detail of falling 

snow to her picture using watercolours. Well done Rosie ! 

1 PINE - Usman for his fantastic effort in Maths. During play, he used maths resources to work out number facts and proudly 

shared his answers with his friends. Miss Dennis is really proud of Usman for showing such enthusiasm and confidence in his 

learning. Well done! 

2 CEDAR -  Evie for writing a fantastic account of the key events of the Great Fire of London. She used time conjunctions to 

show the order that the events happened. Well done Evie! 

2 HAWTHORN - Sylvie for working incredibly hard in our English lessons. We have been 

reading Orion and the Dark and Sylvie produced some lovely work. She thought carefully 

about what Orion is scared of and came up with her own circle of fears. She created a 

wonderful picture of the dark and used adjectives to describe it. She then pretended she 

was Orion and wrote a diary entry to explain how he was feeling. Amazing work, well 

done Sylvie! 

3 ELM - Aria We have been learning about 

the Romans and Celts. Aria drew a fantastic 

hillfort and labelled its features, explaining 

how the hillfort worked. Wonderful work Aria! 

3 MAPLE - Benji who works so hard in Maple class and particularly shone with his 

Maths work this week. He worked with confidence to draw and interpret arrays, 

presenting his work neatly. Mrs Goree is really proud of all his hard work - well 

done! 

4 ALDER - Jannah In Science, we have been learning about atoms in solids, liquids 

and gases. Jannah was very enthusiastic during the lesson and answered lots of questions. Her diagram of the atoms was clear 

and she described them really well. Great work Jannah! 

4 LARCH  - Ava for impressing us with her computer coding skills when programming the screen turtle. Ava went on to solve 

problems for how to make simple shapes. 

5 ROWAN - Joshua for showing outstanding enthusiasm and creativity in dance during PE. He put in his best effort, listened 

carefully to feedback and worked brilliantly with his partner to create an energetic and imaginative routine. His confidence, 

rhythm, and positive attitude were fantastic to see. Well done Joshua - he has danced his way to success! 

5 WILLOW - Ben Congratulations to Ben a fantastic job during our History topic on the Maya civilisation. He worked brilliantly 

with his group, showing excellent collaboration by sharing his ideas and collecting key information. His teamwork and 

enthusiasm really stood out, well done! 

6 ASPEN -  Charlie M for his fantastic work in Science. Using subheadings made his work really easy to read and understand. He 

seemed to really enjoy our investigation into how light travels, using straight and bent tubes. 

6 HOLLY - William In RE, we were discussing prophecies and what Jesus himself prophesied at the Last Supper with his 

disciples. William wrote a very thoughtful piece of work detailing what Jesus said would happen by whom, and laid out his 

work thoughtfully. Great work - well done William! “During the Last Supper Jesus said he would die very soon. He said that this 

would be his last meal. He tells them that Peter would deny knowing him 3 times. He says that someone here would betray 

him.” 

6 LAUREL - Umar for his fantastic work in RE. We discussed the prophecies about Jesus that are recorded in the Bible and 

asked: how is the Last Supper a prophetic event? Umar worked hard in the lesson and answered the question clearly and 

concisely. Well done Umar! 
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When?    Monday 17th &  

    Tuesday 18th November    

    3:15pm 

Where?    In the Music Hut 
GARDEN TOOLS WANTED! 

The schools’ Gardening Club would like some new garden tools! 

If any parents have some unwanted tools at home which they would be 

willing to donate, that would be greatly appreciated. 

A few garden rakes would be excellent for autumn tidying, but any other 

tools gratefully accepted too, eg spades, forks,. trowels, etc 

Please drop at the office, or contact Martin Hunter on 07812 601920 

Thanks! 

Gardening Club Team 
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AUTUMN TERM DATES 

Mon 17 Nov  Y5 Wonderdome Visit 

Mon 17 Nov 15:15 Scholastic Book Fair 

Tue 18 Nov 15:15 Scholastic Book Fair 

Wed 19 Nov  Y5 Birds of Prey Visit 

Thu 20 Nov  Y3 to Butser Farm 

Fri 21 Nov 13:30-15:00 Multiskills Tournament (selected Y3) @ St Dunstan’s 

Fri 21 Nov after school Y4-6 Silent Disco 

Mon24 Nov  Y3 Romans & Celts Day 

Mon 24 Nov  Y2 Fire Service Visit 

Wed 3 Dec 09:00 Engage Christmas Assembly 

Fri 5 Dec 18:30-21:00 PTA Wreath Marking Workshop 

Sat 6 Dec 08:00-12:00 School Christmas Tree Sale 

Sat 6 Dec 13:00-15:00 School Christmas Fair 

Wed 10 Dec 10:00 Reception Christmas Production @ CoGS 

Wed 10 Dec 14:00 KS1 Christmas Production @ CoGS 

Thu 11 Dec 14:00 KS2 Christmas Production @ CoGS 

Fri 12 Dec  Christmas Jumper Day & Christmas Lunch 

Fri 12 Dec 14:40-15:00 Squirrels Sing Christmas 

Mon 15 Dec am Elf visits Nursery & Reception 

Tue 16 Dec 08:45-09:30 KS2 Awards Assembly 

Tue 16 Dec 14:40-15:00 Squirrels Sing Christmas 

Wed 17 Dec 08:45-09:30 EYFS/KS1 Awards Assembly 

Thu 18 Dec 09:00 Christmas Service @ CoGS 

Fri 19 Dec 12:00 Last Day of Autumn Term 

Mon 22 Dec - Fri 2 Jan  CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

additions & 

changes in bold 

& italics 

 

 

 

Ink Cartridge Collection  
You can help us raise funds by recycling your ink cartridges.    

 Please bring to the school office.  We cannot take toner and laser cartridges. 
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SPRING TERM DATES 

Mon 5 Jan  First Day of Spring Term 

Wed 28 Jan  INSET DAY 

Tue 3 Feb 15:30 - 17:30 Spring Term Parents Evenings 

Thu 5 Feb 15:30 - 19:30 Spring Term Parents Evenings 

Fri 6 Feb  Y1 to Milestones Museum 

Wed 11 Feb  Y6 Greeks Workshop 

Mon 16 - Fri 20 Feb  HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Mon 23 Feb  Young Voices Choir to O2 

Mon 9 Mar  Y3 Elm Feet First Training 

Tue 10 Mar  Y3 Maple Feet First Training 

Wed 11 Mar  Y2 to Brooklands Museum 

Wed 18 Mar  YN & YR Little City @ CoGS 

Wed 25 Mar  Y5 Vikings Workshop 

Fri 27 Mar 12:00 Last Day of Spring Term 

Mon 30 Mar - Fri 10 Apr  EASTER HOLIDAY 

SUMMER TERM DATES 

Mon 13 Apr  First Day of Summer Term 

Mon 27 - Wed 29 Apr  Y4 Hindleap Warren Residential 

Mon 4 May  Bank Holiday 

Thu 7 May  YR to Wellington Park 

Fri 8 May  Y4 to Hampton Court 

Mon 11 - Thu 14 May  Y6 SATS 

Thu 21 May  Y5 to Mosque 

Mon 25 - Fri 29 May  HALF TERM HOLIDAY 

Wed 10 Jun  Y1 Animal Club Workshop 

Sat 13 Jun  School Summer Fair 

Tue 16 Jun  Y6 Leavers’ Service @ Cathedral 

Wed 17 Jun  EYFS Minibeast Bugfest 

Thu 18 Jun  Y6 Lego Stem Workshop 

Fri 19 Jun  Y5 to Wildwood 

Sat 20 Jun evening Y4 Brass Concert @ CoGS 

Wed 24 Jun  Y2 to The Lookout Discovery Centre 

Fri 26 Jun  Y3 Outdoor Learning Activity Day 

Mon 29 Jun  INSET DAY 

Tue 30 Jun & Wed 1 Jul  Forest School - 1 class per day 

Mon 6  - Fri 10 Jul  Y6 Osmington Bay Residential 

Fri 17 Jul 12:00 Last Day of Summer Term 
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Term Dates … This Year 

(2025/26) 

Friday 19th December Term ends at 12:00 

Monday 5th January First day of term 

Wednesday 28th January INSET DAY 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February HALF TERM 

Friday 27th March Term ends  at 12:00 

Monday 13th April First day of term 

Monday 4th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th May HALF TERM 

Monday 29th June INSET DAY 

Friday 17th July Term ends at 12:00 

Term Dates … Next Year  

(2026/27) 

Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September INSET DAYS 

Thursday 3rd September Term starts for children 

Friday 16th October INSET DAY 

Monday 19th - Friday 30th October HALF TERM 

Friday 18th December Term ends 

Monday 4th January First day of term 

Monday 15th - Friday 19th February HALF TERM 

Wednesday 24th March Term ends 

Thursday 25th March INSET DAY 

Monday 12th April First day of term 

Monday 3rd May BANK HOLIDAY 

Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June HALF TERM 

Monday 28th June INSET DAY 

Friday 23rd July Term ends  


