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Good morning, I am hastily writing this as I see from my window that excitement is building for
the first set of runners to head off on the fun run. School has been a hive of activity since very
early this morning with various deliveries arriving and parents turning up to set up the run, as well
as other volunteers manning the Bag2schoool collection. My personal thanks to everyone who
has donated their time over the last few weeks to get this event up and running, their money to
support the fundraising and to those of you who have come along to support your children. The
funds raised will be going towards our new swimming pool changing facility which we are planning
on building in readiness for next year’s swimming season at the school.
This week I had the privilege of attending the first Pyrford Primary Debating Society meeting. A
group of children approached me with this initiative some time ago and I sent them away with a
giant list of things to find out and resources to find to get this off the ground. Many children
would have run a mile at the thought of having to sort everything on my list, but not these hardy
children who kept coming back to me with updates on their progress! The children did an
amazing job of organising and chairing the debate with over 30 children attending. There are
definitely one or two teachers (or dare I say it, politicians) in the making!
It has been a busy week in school, with a visit from the theatre company who worked all day with
year 5 doing a Viking workshop. Have a look at the photos overleaf. Some of our KS1 pupils
headed out on Thursday to join an able maths day which was run for the Woking schools over at
Westfield School.
Reception has been a very exciting place to be all week. First, the duck eggs arrived: these have
been closely monitored and watched by all since Monday and we have now had 4 of the ducks
hatch. The children have written some fabulous notices informing all of us how to handle them
and to not touch the incubator and pen. To top off Reception's week, they headed out to the
British Wildlife Centre on Wednesday. The centre took the trouble to email us 'The children
were delightful and very well behaved - a pleasure to have here!' A huge thank you to all the
parents who accompanied the trip, it is an exhausting day being with Reception and a huge
responsibility looking after children outside of school. We couldn't run the trip without you. I
know there were quite a few tired children who fell asleep on the way back but a thoroughly
enjoyable day was had by all.
Overleaf as promised, Mrs Murray has written a 'hot topics' to answer some questions about our
incoming Reception classes in September. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate
to get in touch with one of us and we will be happy to help.
SATs season is very nearly upon us. Year 6 and Year 2 pupils will be sitting these national tests in
the coming weeks. My thanks to the staff team here who work relentlessly to support the
children. I want to reiterate though that national testing is not the only measure of your child. All
children are different and all have their own strengths and talents. Please make sure your children
enjoy being children - encourage them to play, have friendships and enjoy life. These are the
experiences and skills which will help them later on in life, not a SATs score from when they were
7 or 11 years old.
The period of Ramadan is also about to start for the Islamic members of our school community. I
have emailed separately some guidance for those of you who this might impact, based on the
advice from the Association of School and College Leaders (see here for the full document). Our
thoughts and prayers are with all of our community who will be undertaking this period of
sacrifice and reflection.
Now, I really must get outside to join in the run before any more distractions!
extended three day weekend. Best wishes.
Kathryn Krynicki
Headteacher

Enjoy the

Squirrels - Noah Edgley for writing his own name
and all of Squirrels for joining in so
enthusiastically with the Fun Run.
Hazel - Munis Zahid for trying hard with his news
writing.
Beech - Archie Neumann for excellent writing
about the ducks.
Oak - Archie Steen for some brilliant reading well done!
Chestnut - Noor-Eshal Razaq for trying really
hard with her writing.
Hawthorn - Gus Ellender for great reading
comprehension.
Cedar - Bo Burden for working really hard,
especially on her Maths work.
Elm - Hannah Lamb for wonderful, descriptive
writing all year.

Maple - Isabella Mistretta for excellent effort in
our fractions topic in Maths.
Birch - Bismah Mohammed for making a beautiful
rainstick.
Alder - Serhan Ahmed for an excellent start to the
new term.
Larch - Scout Westen for writing an excellent
newspaper article on ‘The Vanishings’.
Cherry - Naomi Parsons for excellent effort.
Willow - Ben Bailey for excellent work with
decimals and fractions.
Sycamore - Kerron Patrick for working hard and
making fantastic progress in grammar and Maths.
Laurel - Jack Thongtan & George Sutherland for
working so hard and having such a positive
attitude all the time.
Holly - Eshan Rasab for making fantastic progress
in all his work.
ONLINE BOOKINGS & PAYMENTS
Added this week:

Year 1 : Chessington Zoo
Year 3 : Home Front at Henley Fort
Year 4 : Tropical Zoo & Wisley Gardens

Times Tables Rockstars Hall of Fame
And in the charts this week, Rock Hero status is awarded to
1:

Daniel Mullins

2: Safiya Karim
3: Milada Ilchuk
And most improved time is awarded to:
Kai Clinch, Daniyal Khan, Humaira Khan, Milada Ilchuk and Jessica Staton. Well done!
There is a link and further information regarding Times Tables Rockstars on the school website.

You

can find it on the Maths page. Please encourage your KS2 children to use their access, it really helps
their calculation in class.

Hot Topic
In September 2019 we will be admitting an additional 30 children into
Reception. This week’s Hot Topic covers why the decision was taken
and how the school will plan for the additional class.
The Need for Places


Applications for places at the school have been
consistently high for several years.



This year we received 222 applications for only 60
places, 94 of those had selected our school as their
1st preference.



When they were ranked by the Governors,
according to our admissions policy, it became
apparent that there would have been children
WITHIN the Parish (our local catchment area) who
would not have secured a Reception place in
September 2019.



Further to this any family with a child already in the
school but who resided outside of the Parish would
not have been offered a place.



No church applications would have been successful.



It became clear that there would not be enough
places available to provide the families within our
school community with a place at the school in
September 2019.

Total Applications received by the school

Our Current Children’s Centre

Capacity within the school


In 2012 we admitted an additional class due to limited school places in the area. These
children will be leaving in July 2019.



An additional classroom will be available in September 2019.



We will have an additional teacher in September 2019 when the current bulge leave.



Our Children’s Centre is closing at the end of the year and the building will be empty.



The staff and school are used to the adaptations of admitting an additional intake having
done so in 2012 and 2014.

What Were Our Options?
Admit the highest ranked 60 children and
decline the additional applications.



Fight multiple appeals from families with a
legitimate link to the school and who would



have strong arguments for our school being
their most suitable school. Including: families
who live within the Parish who are unable to
attend their local primary school, families
who have one or multiple children already in
the school and church members who are
unable to attend their nearest C of E school.



OR

Use the additional space and
staff that we have to admit the
children within our school
community.

Our Decision


After discussions with Surrey CC and The Guildford Diocese, the Trustees of the
Newark Trust met to discuss all the options and they decided that the school would
admit an additional 30 children to Reception in September 2019 increasing the PAN
to 90 for one academic year.



Once the decision had been made, Governors, staff and parents were informed of
the decision.



We were unable to divulge further details regarding the reasons for the decision or
logistics of the additional intake until the school places were offered in the Easter
Holidays.

Classrooms and Resourcing


The Reception children will be taught as 3 classes of 30 children.



These will be called Hazel Class, Beech Class and Ash Class.



Ash Class will be located in our Children’s Centre, which used to be a Reception class in the
old school building.



Our outside area will expand to include the garden area adjacent to Ash class, which includes
our brand new climbing frame.



Fencing will be altered to ensure that free flow can continue between all Reception classes.



Each class will have a Qualified Teacher and Early Years Teaching Assistant.



We are fully staffed for teachers for September 2019. Teachers will be allocated a year group
and class in June and parents will be informed of their child’s class and teacher upon receipt of
their admission pack at the New Parents Welcome Meeting in June.



New furniture has already been ordered for Ash Class and a brand new interactive whiteboard
has already been installed.



Additional resources will be purchased as required.



Current timetables already allow for the additional PE, swimming and hall sessions required.



Quality education and care of the children remains our top priority and the staff and school are
committed to providing this without compromise.

Moving Forward


Plans are not yet confirmed for where the additional class will be in year one. The school has a
number of options available.



The new building has already catered for the 2012 & 2014 cohort from year 2 to year 6 in our
upstairs classrooms. There are additional classroom and resources readily available to cater for
this.



As we have followed 2 bulge classes through the school already we have the experience
required to adapt to each year group’s differences as they arise.

Ash Class
Here are a few pictures from when our
Children’s Centre was a Reception Class in
the old school.

Following the announcement of our decision there have been a few queries that have arisen from
parents who have not experienced a bulge class before. Hopefully the information provided will
address some of these queries.
Here are a few additional queries that have been highlighted;
What will the impact be on parking if more people from outside of the parish are
travelling to the school?
90 children will be leaving year 6 and 90 children joining in Reception, therefore the number of
pupils in the school remains the same.
There will be 44 new families joining our school, 14 of whom are within the additional 30
Reception children. 47 families leave us in July, 33 of whom live outside the parish so there
should be less commuting families than currently. The siblings who live outside the parish already
travel to the school to transport their siblings so there will be no change in this level of traffic.
What will the impact be on future admissions?
The 2012 & 2014 bulge classes developed from a lack of school places in Surrey and due to this,
we took families from further afield. There were disappointed families in subsequent years who
could not get their siblings into the school.
This year’s decision was made in response to a significant number of children within the school
community not being able to gain a place at the school. At least 20 children out of the additional
30 children are currently the youngest in their family therefore limiting future implications on
admissions.
Parents are made aware of the demand for places at the school at our tours and information
evenings. It may seem that an additional intake may affect demand for places in the future and
perpetuate the problem. However, as a guide of potential future implications; this year there
were only 4 families in the additional 30 children that gained a place at the school due to a
previous bulge year.
Will wrap around care and clubs be able to cope with the additional demand?
90 children will be leaving and 90 children joining, therefore the number of pupils in the school
remains the same.
Will the children be supported by extra staff at lunchtime?
90 children will be leaving and 90 children joining, therefore the number of pupils in the school
remains the same. The Teachers always support the Reception children at lunch alongside the
midday supervisors for the first half term. At least 40 children will be used to lunchtimes due to
their experience at Squirrels Nursery, hopefully further lessening the support required at this
time.
We hope that all your queries have been answered and that you are as excited as us to
welcome the new children and their families to our school in September.

Did you know?
The current year 4 and
year 6 are bulge classes

Did you know?
Before 2012, Reception used to be included in the KS1 Christmas Nativity. When
we had 90 children to include we altered
the way we organised Christmas, allowing
Reception to have their very own nativity.
This is a tradition we now continue every
year.

2014 Christmas Nativity

Did you know?
When we achieved our Outstanding
status from Ofsted in 2012 we had
90 children in Reception.

Did you know?
The new Ash Class and Beech
Class are closer to each
other than the previous
Reception classes were in the
old building.
Previous Hazel and Beech Class in the old building

On Monday 30th of April, Year 5 did a Viking play in a day workshop courtesy of Treehouse Theatre. The play was about how the AngloSaxons fought the Vikings and the Normans to keep Britain under their control.
Year 5 re-enacted parts of the Viking timeline from Alfred the Great going into hiding to the Battle of Hastings. Everyone in Year 5 had a
wonderful time. “It was a very fun and enjoyable workshop which helped me learn lots of new facts about the Vikings.” Jessica Attfield, Year
5.
We were led by a man called Ben who split us into 4 groups. Each of the groups re-enacted different parts of the Viking timeline which we
put into a play at the end of the day.
Group 2 focused on when Alfred the Great was King of Wessex and Mercia and how he survived when he was in hiding. Ben (the leader)
played Alfred the Great, Daisy Hunnisett played a girl who came up with the name England and Daniel Lambkin played a young boy in line to
become the king.
In Group 2 there was a king called Ethelred who was complaining that his brother got to be king first. Some soldiers attacked the Saxon
villages. There was a lot of fighting and a lot of people died.
In Group 3 it was quite humorous as people were screaming funny things and getting stabbed in different ways. James Swindells had to stab
someone and that person had to fall on his face. There was a lot of beheading for multiple reasons. The king, Cnut, got married.
In Group 4 there was a new king called Edward from France who got angry at the English king, so he married his daughter Edith, who was
played by Erika Cockburn. Whilst the Normans were on their way, the Saxons and Vikings had a battle called the Battle of Stamford Bridge.
The Saxons pulled through and the Vikings were defeated! Once the Normans arrived they came to Hastings. King Harold (the last Saxon
king) got shot in the eye by one of William the Conqueror’s (played by Calum Badenoch) archers.
“It was very fun becoming King of England at the end. I learnt lots of things.” Calum Badenoch.
Jessica Attfield & Calum Badenoch

SCHOOL DATES FOR 2018—2019 ACADEMIC YEAR
Description

Date

May Bank Holiday
Yr 3 Residential to Henley Fort
SATs Week
Yr 5 Residential to West Dean
Prayer Week
Yr 3 & Yr 4 Musical
Yr 4 Tropical Zoo Workshop
Yr 3 & Yr 4 Musical
Summer Half term
INSET Day
Foundation Stage & KS1 Sports Day
KS2 Sports Day
Primary Music Festival
Yr 2 to The Look Out Discovery Centre
Elm class to Henley Fort
Y5 & Y6 Science Education Evening
Maple class to Henley Fort
Yr 6 Residential to Liddington Hall
Yr 5 to Warner Bros Studios
Yr 1 to Chessington
Yr 4 to Wisley
Yr 6 Leavers’ Service at Guildford Cathedral
Summer Fayre
Secondary School Induction Days
Yr 2 Pedals Course
PTA Family BBQ
Brass Summer Concert at CoGS
Yr 5 Away Day at Fullbrook
Leavers’ Service at CoGS
Last Day of Summer Term

Time

Mon 6 May
Tue 7 - Wed 8 May
13 - 17 May
Tue 14 - Fri 17 May
Mon 20 - Fri 24 May
Tue 21 May
Wed 22 May
Thu 23 May
27 - 31 May
Mon 3 June
Wed 5 June
Fri 7 June
Mon 10 June
Tue 11 June
Wed 12 June
Wed 12 June
Thu 13 June
Mon 17 - Fri 21 June
Mon 17 June
Tue 18 June
Wed 19 June
Thu 27 June
Sat 29 June
Tue 2 and/or Wed 3 July
Thu 4 July
Fri 5 July
Sat 6 July
Tue 9 July
Wed 24 July
Wed 24 July

14:00
09:15

morning
morning
16:00 - 20:00

18:30

11:30 - 18:30

09:30
finish at 13:30

2019/20 Term Dates & INSETs
INSET DAY

Wed 4 September

Spring Half Term

17 - 21 February

INSET DAY

Thu 5 September

Last day of Spring term

Fri 3 April

First day of Autumn term

Fri 6 September

Easter Holidays

6 - 17 April

Autumn Half term

28 October - 1 November First Day of Summer term

Mon 20 April

Last day of Autumn term

Fri 20 December

Summer Half term

25 - 29 May

Christmas Holidays

23 December - 3 January

INSET DAY

Mon 1 June

INSET DAY

Mon 6 January

INSET DAY

Fri 3 July

First day of Spring term

Tue 7 January

Last day of Summer term

Wed 22 July

We had a really fun day at Westfield Primary School doing lots of different ‘fun maths’. We enjoyed all the challenges that they set us and
came up with loads of different ways of getting to 24 using adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing all in the same sum!!
We learned all about Magic Squares and we want to challenge the rest of our classes to see if they can do them too.
We did some really tricky tangrams and played some fun calculator games. We enjoyed playing in their playground and our trip on the
minibus (thanks Mr. Evans).
Some other things we said during the day:
“This is really fun”
“Oooh that sounds really easy but I bet he’ll make it really difficult” (he did!)
“It’s good to have some hard maths to do”
Max, Henry, Jake and Sam
(With thanks to Mrs Beasley for accompanying the children - Mrs Tolley)

Calling all girls !!
Woking Primary Schools FA are looking for girls to come and join
their football squad for the 2019/20 season and represent the
district.
Details of how to join are on the flyer below, and the next trial day
is Sat 18th May.
Sophie & Charlotte Wass (year 6) have been playing with Woking
for the last 3 years, and talk about their experience of district
football.
Our District experience
We started training with Woking District in year 3 and we did not
know anybody, we also barely knew how to play football. Now in
year 6 and we are playing matches for the main squad and our
team have just won the Surrey league. There are fun and friendly
coaches that help you develop your football skills. When you start
you make friends very quickly, and you can choose whether you
want to play matches or just do the training.
We have had a lot of fun and will miss it when we have to stop to
go to secondary school.
Sophie & Charlotte Wass - Year 6

