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EYFS Prime Areas of Learning – Mathematics 
 

Maths is one of the prime areas of learning in the Early Years.   It is not, and cannot, be 

taught or learnt alone.   In our EYFS classes, children are taught learning behaviours in all 

of the curriculum areas that help develop their ability to listen, focus and understand what 

is being taught and learnt.   It is our intention that all children hear specific rich language 

in all curriculum areas.  Through repetition and focussed teaching, our aim is that all 

children can articulate their thoughts and explain their reasoning and understanding. 

 

Parental involvement in children’s learning and attainment is also vital.    

 

‘There is strong evidence to suggest that supporting children’s early mathematics, 

especially in the home, has a positive impact on long term attainment in mathematics and in 

other areas of learning and development.’  (NCB, Early Mathematical Development March 

2019) 
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Listening, Attention and Understanding ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, 

• comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions 

• and small group interactions; 

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their 

• understanding; 

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher 

and peers. 

 

Speaking ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own 

• ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently 

• introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 

• appropriate; 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, 

• including use of past, present, and future tenses and making use of 

• conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.  

 

 

Number ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each 

• number; 

• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; 

• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) 

• number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 

• 10, including double facts. 

 

 
(NCETM) 
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Numerical Patterns ELG 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system; 

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity 

• is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity; 

• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and 

• odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 
 

 
 

At Pyrford Primary School, children are encouraged to ‘have a go’ in order to develop a 

positive attitude and an interest in maths.   We help them talk through their 

understanding, with adults and their peers, so that they are able to identify and explain 

what they have found and how they may be able to challenge this further:  this encourages 

children to be unafraid of making mistakes in their learning.  

 

Children will develop their concept of the number system through use of concrete and 

material representations.   At Pyrford, they experience practical calculation using a wide 

variety of equipment for example small world play, role play, counters, cubes and 

investigate ways of recording calculations using pictures and different pictorial 

representations. 
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Counting Principles 
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Language for adults 
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Examples of working with calculation in EYFS 

Addition 

 
Subtraction 
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Multiplication 

 
Division 

 


