
Phonics and Reading 
RECEPTION AND YEAR 1



Success For All Phonics 

• Phonics at Pyrford is taught following the Fisher Family Trust ‘Success For All’ phonics programme.

• This scheme is validated by the DFE 

• Phonics is an integral part of the curriculum across the EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 (where 
necessary)

• Lessons are taught daily to ensure that children develop the skills they need to become successful 
readers and writers.

• Children are regularly assessed and additional intervention groups are planned for and delivered 
for children needing additional support 

• Success for All phonics comes with a selection of shared readers that closely follows the teaching  
progression and allows children to practice, apply and master the skills they are learning in class. 
They will learn a new reading skill and practise using it before applying it to the reading books and 
mastering the skill.

• https://fft.org.uk/phonics/

https://fft.org.uk/phonics/


Why SFA Phonics?

• Complete teaching guide, planning and training for all staff

• Clear predictable lesson formats for children 

• Affordable books matched to the lessons that can be read in whole class, groups and individually.

• Physical and online resources.

• Physical books for all children. 

• Tutoring programme for Yr2 – 6

• Assessment programme assessing fluency R-Yr6

• Online support for parents.

• Daily use 

• Smooth transition from EYFS to KS1



Teaching Sequence 

• Clear structured sequence to follow through the programme 

• Specific order the GPC’s and Common Exception Words are taught in

• Child’s reading book is matched to these sounds and words taught (based on the 

phonic sounds and words they have secured) 

• This allows them to practise, apply, consolidate and master these skills both at 

school and at home



Assessment 

• Clear guidance is provided to enable teachers to know exactly what phonics skills 

need mastering at each stage

• Regular assessment opportunities built into lessons and teaching sequences

• Children identified within lessons receive targeted support following the lesson to 

ensure ‘keep up’. These children will be receiving a reading book matched to their 

phonic gaps.

• Reading Assessment Programme is an online reading assessment that assesses key 

reading skills such as decoding, fluency and comprehension. (Continued up to yr6).  



Key phonic terms 

• Phoneme – smallest unit of spoken sound

• Grapheme – representation of sound as a letter 

• Digraph – two letters making one sound (eg: sh, ee)

• GPC – Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence 

• Blending – Pushing sounds together to make a word (for reading)

• Segmenting – separating sounds to spell a word (for spelling) 



Pure Sounds 

• It is essential when supporting children to learn to read using phonics that we 

pronounce the sounds correctly 

• Pure sounds are essential – try not to add ‘uh’ on to the end of words. B-u-t 

would blend into ‘but’. Buh,uh,tuh would blend into ‘butter’ it makes a huge 

difference. 

• There is a video showing the correct pronunciation on the parent portal on the 

website

• https://parents.fft.org.uk/

https://parents.fft.org.uk/


Teaching Sequence 

• It may seem odd that we don’t teach phonics in alphabetical order, but there is a 

good reason for this. We teach phonics in an order that allows us to form words 

as soon as possible. 

• At the start of Success for All Phonics, we teach s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d, and once children 

know these first 8 GPCs they began on the shared readers. 

• As children learn more GPCs the range of words used in the Shared Readers 

increases giving children the opportunity to practise reading and writing these 

words. The teaching sequence is designed to support this process.



Blending 

• Practise is key! Fun and games – no pressure practise

• Start orally!!!!!

• Children need to be able to hear chunks of words – syllables (eg: ma/gic)

• Put the word in a context to help blending 

• Break the word into Onset & Rime (eg: s-at, p-at, h-at)

• Model the skill – they may be unsure what you want them to do

• Longer phonemes can be easier to blend (b-oa-t, c-oi-n)

• Rehearsal, repetition and patience is key! Once it clicks they will fly!



What would a typical lesson look like?

• Recapping previous learning – using flash cards of sounds

• Recapping Red Words 

• Stretch and Read – make words and practise blending 

• Learn new sound

• Say it fast – oral blending 

• Break it down – oral segmenting 

• Spelling game

• Writing words and sentences



Shared Reading Lesson 

• Children need to have regular opportunities to apply their reading and phonic knowledge.

• Phonics and reading is taught daily, allowing the children regular practice and application. 

• The use of fully decodable texts allows children to use the skills they have learnt and 

opportunities for teachers to model key reading skills. 

• All books are aligned to the phonics scheme and words in the books have either been 

previously taught or taught during that week. 

• All children are able to access the books based on their phonic knowledge to date.

• Reading is taught whole class, in small groups or 1:1 depending on need



• Vocabulary Development: Time is allocated within the lesson for discussion of higher tier 

vocabulary to ensure children understand what they are reading. 

• Green Words: These are words that children can use their phonics to decode

• Red Words: Common Exception Words – words that cannot be sounded out using their current 

phonic knowledge.

• Writing: We are working on writing independent words and sentences using the sounds and 

words learnt so far. 

• Fluency: The shared reading lessons models how to read with fluency. Use of techniques such 

as echo reading and choral reading supports speed and expression when reading. Children can 

hear how it should sound and imitate.



Using the shared readers at home

• FFT Success for All Phonics has 68 ‘Shared Readers’ that children read to practise their developing phonic skills. 

• Each week as more GPCs are taught, they are used in the book the children read that week, gradually building up a 
bigger range of words that can be used and read. 

• When your child brings home their reading book you will see the sounds they are learning on the front cover at the 
top right-hand side. These are the new GPCs that have been introduced in that book and your child will have 
learned these in their phonics lessons. They may still need some practise and help in reading words using recently 
taught GPCs. 

• Inside the front cover you will find a list of ‘Green Words’, these are the words in the book that use the new GPCs. 
Your children practise reading these words in class and reading them together at home will give them even more 
practise.

• The English language is very challenging because there is a wide range of words that cannot be fully decoded using 
phonics. Technically these are called ‘Common Exception Words’ but for ease of use we call these ‘Red Words’. 
With Red Words, we encourage children to use their phonics to read the phonetically regular parts of the word and 
we point out the ‘tricky’ grapheme, which they need to try to remember. A list of Red Words has also been printed 
inside the front cover of the Shared Reader so your child can practise reading them with you.



Comprehension

• We also want to make sure that children understand what they are reading, so 

remember to ask some questions as you read with your child. 

• Asking children questions about what they have read is really important because it 

helps them to understand the text and really get the most from their reading. 

• Questions are in the back of the book for you to explore with your child. Encourage 

your child to find the part of the book that proves their answer is correct – this will 

help their comprehension skills later on. 

• You can apply questions to any book you read with your child not just the phonics 

reader. 



Question Prompts

• Questions for storybooks

• What do you think will happen in this book?

• What has happened in the story so far?

• What will happen next?

• What do you think a specific character is thinking?

• How do you think a particular character is feeling? Why do they feel that way?

• Why did a character act the way they did?

• What was the problem in this story?

• How was the problem solved?

• What happened in the end of the story?

• Did you like the story? Why did you like it? Why did you not like it?



Developing Fluency 

• As your child progresses with their reading they should begin to read with fluency. Fluency is 

where the reader can read each word smoothly and accurately, perhaps even with some 

expression. At first, your child may need to sound out almost every word. Don’t worry, this is 

normal. As words are read over and over again, they will come to recognise and say them 

without needing to sound them out. This is the beginning of fluency.

• Children sometimes think that we want them to sound out each word because this strategy is 

modelled for them so often. If they don’t recognise a word, then this is the right approach. As 

they begin to recognise words, they should start to simply say them and they may need you to 

reassure them that this is what we want. They will get more pleasure from reading when their 

reading is more fluent as it is easier to understand what they are reading when they do not 

need to sound out most words.



• An excellent way to work on fluency is to choose a page of the Shared Reader and 

ask your child to read it aloud several times. Each time they read it they will become 

a little more confident and will read it better. You might choose to ask them to 

practise reading the same passage on two or three occasions. If you do this each 

week, your child will gradually start to become more fluent.

• You might also like to show your child how you would read a passage, using 

punctuation to show where to stop and take a breath. Once they can read quite 

smoothly you could introduce some expression, reading more loudly or softly for 

example, if that fits the text. 

• Remember, that your child will continue to need to stop and sound out new words 

throughout the FFT Success for All Phonics Programme and beyond. This is a life-

long strategy we need them to use every time they read an unfamiliar word.



What If my child doesn’t want to read at home?

• Find the best time of day that works for you (before bed is not always the best time)

• Make it fun and a time to bond and connect

• If it becomes a chore – stop!

• Read for success – practise the same page each day so they feel the success 

• Model reading to them. Model sounding out and blending the words. 

• Take the pressure off but build a routine 

• Talk to your child’s teacher to let them know



What else can I do to help my child at home?

• Talk to your child about the world around them – wide knowledge allows children to 
understand more about things they read

• Take your child to a variety of places and give them broader experiences – when they 
read about them they will have a greater understanding

• Discuss vocabulary and new words – don’t assume children know what words mean, 
explain and discuss the meaning of words. 

• Set aside time to read for pleasure. Establish good habits and make it a positive time 
of day. 

• https://phonicsfamilycom.wordpress.com/phonics-favourites/

https://phonicsfamilycom.wordpress.com/phonics-favourites/

