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➢It helps children learn about the world in which they live
➢ Good writing starts with good reading
➢ It is a key skill needed to progress in all other subjects
➢ Children learn how language works 
➢ Children develop a love of reading 

So why is reading so important? 



How do we teach reading in our school? 

• Phonics scheme (Success for All Phonics)

• Whole class reading approach 

• 1:1 reading 

• Fluency intervention

• Tutoring with the Lightening Squad



What reading skills do children need to learn to be 
successful readers? 

• Decoding

• Fluency

• Vocabulary

• Comprehension



Reading Skills – Fluency 

“Everything she reads sounds exactly the 
same.”

“I always lose my place when I’m 
reading aloud.”



What can you do to help improve your child’s fluency? 

➢ Vary the way the reading is done: "read to themselves, read to someone, and listen to reading.”

➢ Choose a page of their reading book and ask your child to read it aloud several times. Each time they read it 

they will become a little more confident and will read it better. You might choose to ask them to practise 

reading the same passage on two or three occasions. If you do this each week, your child will gradually start to 

become more fluent.

➢ You might also like to show your child how you would read a passage, using punctuation to show where to 

stop and take a breath. Once they can read quite smoothly you could introduce some expression, reading 

more loudly or softly for example, if that fits the text. 

➢ Choose "just right" books. If your child is reading with you, choose books that are lively and engaging.

➢ Set reasonable goals - consider starting with 10-15 minutes of reading time, and work up from there.

➢ Celebrate progress - share your favourite parts of books read, plan the next visit to the library, and share 

progress with other family members.



Fluency 1:1 reading – How can we use these 
techniques to help individual children?







Reading Skills – Vocabulary 

• The key to a wide vocabulary is a love of reading. It’s important to make reading a 
routine, with a regular slot everyday.

• Don’t just read school books: recognise your child’s interests and find books that 
relate to them, as this will encourage them to read purely for enjoyment.

• Keep reading aloud to your child, even once they’re able to read independently: 
kids love to hear stories, and you can build their vocabulary by choosing books that 
would be too difficult for them to read themselves.



I may have been able to confidently 
read (decode) the previous slide but I 
didn’t really understand it!

Reading Skills - Comprehension



Reading VIPERS is our way of supporting 
children with their reading comprehension skills. 
VIPERS can be used on any text that a child is 
reading, as well as on pictures, picture books and 
films!  All children will be working on VIPERS 
during class reading, whether it is reading as a 
class, in a small group, or one-to-one with an 
adult. It would be fantastic if parents could also 
be referring to VIPERS when they listen to their 
child read at home.





Reluctant Readers

• Reading for pleasure

• “Make it funny”

• Think outside the bookbag

• Read for a purpose

• Collect and share



What If my child doesn’t want to read at home?

• Find the best time of day that works for you (before bed is not always 

the best time)

• Make it fun and a time to bond and connect

• If it becomes a chore – stop!

• Read for success – practise the same page each day so they feel the 

success 

• Model reading to them. Model sounding out and blending the words. 

• Take the pressure off but build a routine 

• Talk to your child’s teacher to let them know



Year 6 SATs Reading paper

Top tips and techniques



Think as you read

Think about…

• Circle or mark key information as 
you go. This will help you locate 
information quickly when 
answering questions e.g. places and 
characters’ names.

• Highlight tricky words, interesting 
words and any similes you notice as 
you read.



One at a Time: Read one text fully 
first, then answer the questions 
relating to that text while it is still 
fresh in your mind. Then move to the 
second text and do the same. Then the 
third. 

Text Marking: Don’t spend ages text 
marking – highlight as you go. Stick 
to one pen and only do this if it helps 
YOU to understand more fully.

EASY - Hard: Also remember that the sections 
get harder so try and spend less time on the 
first two to leave enough time for the last text 
which will be more difficult. 

Clock: Make sure you keep your eyes on the 
clock. If you struggle to tell the time, your 
teacher might help by marking the clock in 20 
minute sections or using a countdown.

Timing: You have one hour 
and three sections so do not 
spend more than 20 minutes 
per section (text and 
questions). 

Timing

Poems: They may have fewer 
words to read but don’t skip 
through – you need to read and 
think carefully.



Often the harder, 
more tricky word is 
found in the text!

Types of Questions: 
Word questions



Top tips for word questions

If you have text 
marked, you may 

have highlighted the 
word you are being 

asked about!

Not sure? Try 
replacing it with a 

possible synonym to 
see if it fits and 
makes sense.  

Look at the beginning of  
the paragraph... Find it 

and then skim and 
scan for the 

word/phrase. 

Remember, re-read 
the sentence and the  
surrounding text to 
try to work out the 

meaning. 



Retrieval questions



Only a few retrieval 
questions are literal, 

where the answer is right 
there. You usually have 
to think carefully to find 
and search for the right 

piece of information!

In non-fiction 
particularly, you 

probably will have text 
marked dates, times and 
numbers, etc. So look for 
these when answering.  

Don’t guess! Even if 
you think you 

remember the answer 
from your reading, 

ALWAYS find it in the 
text and check. 

If the question asked for 
who, remember it is 
asking for a person
e.g. who = a person 

where = a place
how long = a time/distance

Top tips for retrieval questions



Inference questions



Always ask yourself 
how do I know that? –
and find those clues 

to prove it!

Watch out for the 
number of marks in the 

question 
e.g. 2 marks = two bits of 

evidence
3 marks = three bits of 

evidence 

Always take your 
evidence from the text 

and use it in your 
answers. 

Make sure you put 
enough detail in 
your answer to 

explain your ideas 
using the clues you 

have selected. 

Top tips for inference questions



And finally…

Proof is in the pudding…

• A great way to get really used to these main 
question types is to practice ANSWERING 
lots of these questions yourself but also 
challenging your friends and parents to see if 
you can write down and ASK lots of these 
question types

• Do they sound exactly like a SATs questions? 

• Use whatever you are reading at the moment 
and have a go at writing your own SATs 
paper! 







Any questions? 


