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Pyrford C of E School
Religious Education Progression Map

	‘Golden Threads’ 

	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Thinking Theologically about God
	· talk about a place, story or person that is special to them (Who am I and where do I belong?) 
· begin to show an awareness that festivals are special times and describe how they celebrate them (Why do we have celebrations?)
	· talk about a place, a special story or person belonging to a faith or belief community using (Who am I and where do I belong?) appropriate vocabulary 
· show an awareness that festivals are special times for different people and describe how people celebrate them (Why do we have celebrations?)
	· begin to talk simply about core beliefs and concepts and what they mean
· use appropriate subject-specific vocabulary when they talk 
· to begin to identify similarities in features of religion and belief
· retell the core features of religious, spiritual and moral stories 
· recognise stories / symbols / objects linked with beliefs believe 
· begin to identify how belief is expressed in different ways

























	· talk simply about core beliefs and concepts and what they mean
· use appropriate subject-specific vocabulary when they talk increasing their meaningful knowledge
· identify similarities in features of religion and belief across a range of religions
· retell religious, spiritual and moral stories 
· identify how stories / symbols / objects might show what people believe 
identify how belief is expressed in different ways for different people
	· identify simple similarities and differences between concepts / religions / beliefs, using examples
· describe and suggest meanings for symbols and other forms of expression including art work for people of faith or belief
· begin to make links between concepts / beliefs, texts / stories and practices (believing, belonging and behaving)
	· identify specific similarities and differences between concepts / religions / beliefs, giving examples from their learning 
· describe and suggest meanings for symbols and other forms of expression including art work and literature for people of faith or belief
· make strong links between concepts / beliefs, texts / stories and practices (believing, belonging and behaving
	· explore, gather, select, and organise ideas about religion, belief or worldviews, drawing on key texts / sources and concepts where appropriate 
· begin to express their understanding of concepts in theological terms
· suggest some ways in which different people might interpret key texts / sources
· suggest meanings for a range of forms of expression, using vocabulary
	· explore, gather, select, and organise ideas about religion, belief or worldviews, drawing on key texts / sources and concepts gathered throughout their own experience and their learning 
· express their understanding of concepts in theological terms
· examine  critically and suggest some ways in which different people might interpret key texts / sources
· suggest meanings for a range of forms of expression, using accurate vocabulary

	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Thinking socially about community
	· begin to talk about their own times of celebration or about things that are special to them, such as beliefs, places, books, objects and people (communities) 
· to talk about groups they belong to
	· talk about their own times of celebration or about things that are special to them, such as beliefs, places, books, objects and people (communities) 
· talk about groups they belong to and show an awareness that other children belong to different groups







































	· begin to talk about communities of people other than their own
· give examples of how people put their beliefs into practice, in the home, in places of worship
· give a reason why something may be of value to themselves and/or others
	· talk knowledgably about different communities of people
· give examples of how people put their beliefs into practice, in the home, in places of worship or in living their lives
· give a reason why something may be of value to themselves and/or others, recognising different viewpoints
	· investigate and connect aspects of religion and beliefs, beginning to identify some similarities and differences
·  identify the impact of beliefs and practices on people’s lives – individually, or as a community e.g. in how people worship and/or how they live
	· investigate and connect aspects of religions and beliefs, identifying some similarities and differences in people’s lived experience 
· identify the impact of beliefs and practices on people’s lives – individually, or as a community e.g. in how people worship and/or how they live collectively and individually
	· to begin to comment on connections between questions / beliefs / values / practices / ways of life, identifying their importance to different communities 
· investigate and describe similarities and differences in lived experience within and between religions / beliefs 
· to begin to describe the impact of beliefs and practices for different people (e.g. on individuals, groups / communities and cultures, locally, nationally and globally)














	· comment on connections between questions / beliefs / values / practices / ways of life, explaining their importance to different communities 
· investigate and describe similarities and differences in lived experience within and between religions / beliefs 
· describe the impact of beliefs and practices for different people (e.g. on individuals, groups / communities and cultures, locally, nationally and globally) taking into account all the learning they have done including other years.














	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	

Thinking philosophically about identity








· show curiosity; ask questions about their learning 
· respond with growing sensitivity and responsibility to the world around them 
· talk about e.g. ‘right’/‘wrong’, ‘good’/’bad, ‘real’/‘true’ 
· recognise that others’ views may be different from their own 
show a range of feelings in response to their learning e.g. awe, wonder, sadness, joy etc.







	· to begin to show curiosity and ask questions 
· to begin to respond with growing sensitivity within their environment
· talk about e.g. ‘right’/‘wrong’, ‘good’/’bad, ‘real’/‘true’ 
· discover that others’ views may be different from their own 
· to begin to show a range of feelings in response to their learning e.g. awe, wonder, sadness, joy etc.
	· show curiosity; ask questions about their learning 
· respond with growing sensitivity and responsibility to the world around them 
· discuss the concepts of e.g. ‘right’/‘wrong’, ‘good’/’bad, ‘real’/‘true’ 
· recognise that others’ views may be different from their own 
· show a range of feelings in response to their learning e.g. awe, wonder, sadness, joy etc.
	· to begin to respond sensitively and imaginatively to questions about their own place in the world
· ask thoughtful questions about their own ideas, feelings and experiences 
· to begin to recognise that some questions about life are difficult to answer 
· respond to questions about e.g. ‘right’/‘wrong’, ‘good’/’bad, ‘real’/‘true’ 
· to begin to formulate a simple reason for a view that they have
	· respond sensitively and imaginatively to questions about being human and their own place in the world
· ask thoughtful questions about their own and others’ ideas, feelings and experiences 
· recognise that some questions about life are difficult to answer 
· respond to questions about e.g. ‘right’/‘wrong’, ‘good’/’bad, ‘real’/‘true’ 
· give a simple reason for a view that they have
	· to begin to compare their own ideas, influences and/or feelings with those of others
· make links between what they think about God / being human / what is important in life / how to behave 
· give a simple reasons for beliefs, attitudes and actions, especially in relation to their own developing worldview (‘personal knowledge’) 
· ask questions about life, comparing their ideas with others’ and suggesting answers from their learning
	· confidently compare their own ideas, influences and/or feelings with those of others
· make links between what they and other people think about God / being human / what is important in life / how to behave 
· give reasons for beliefs, attitudes and actions, especially in relation to their own developing worldview (‘personal knowledge’) 
· ask significant questions about life, comparing their ideas with others’ and suggesting answers from their learning
	· to begin to reason with how sources of inspiration and influence make a difference to themselves and others, recognising that others might think differently 
· consider what might happen as a result of their own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions 
· to begin to develop insights of their own in exploring questions raised by the study of religions and beliefs, relating to their own personal worldview 
· to begin to consider possible connections between worldviews and the human search for meaning in life













	· explain how sources of inspiration and influence make a difference to themselves and others, recognising that others might think differently 
· suggest what might happen as a result of their own and others’ thinking, attitudes or actions, drawing on examples from their learning 
· develop insights of their own in exploring questions raised by the study of religions and beliefs, relating to their own personal worldview 
· reflect on possible connections between worldviews and the human search for meaning in life



















	Christianity - Concepts

	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	· Who am I and where do I belong?
· Why do we have celebrations?
· What makes a place special?
· What can we learn from stories?
· What makes something special?
· What makes our world wonderful?

These 6 key questions, accessed through continuous provision (or discretely), in line with Development Matters & Birth to 5 Matters guidance for EYFS. 
	· Who am I and where do I belong?
· Why do we have celebrations?
· What makes a place special?
· What can we learn from stories?
· What makes something special?
· What makes our world wonderful?

These 6 key questions, accessed through continuous provision (or discretely), in line with Development Matters & Birth to 5 Matters guidance for EYFS.
	Key vocabulary
· God
· Creation
· Incarnation
· Worship
· Salvation

Why do Christians call God ‘creator’?
The idea of Community God as a caring/loving figure. Jesus being the Son of God Fiction / Non-fiction as categories of texts Pupils will learn about the creation story from the Torah and the Qur’an in the KS1 Judaism & Islam units, and build on their understanding of God as creator in the Y2 unit ‘What is God like for Christians?’ There is also a thematic unit ‘Why should we care for our world?’ which will build on this understanding and also develop prayer as an expression of gratitude.

How does gathering as ‘Church’ help Christians to worship?
Christian belief in God as ‘Father God’ and creator. Harvest as a time when Christians have special Church services to thank God for His gifts, and that Christmas as the celebration of Jesus’ birth.
Pupils will continue to build their concept of incarnation through ‘Y1: What do Christians learn from stories of Jesus?’ & ‘Y2: Why is giving important to Christians?’. This same Y2 unit also builds understanding of the community of Christian believers, the Church. Pupils will also make links with other places of worship e.g. synagogue & mosque being a focus for families and community life, as well as the concept of prayer in the thematic unit ‘Is prayer important to everyone?’

What do Christians learn from the stories of Jesus?
The Nativity account Jesus’s birth involving unusual events What Christians think God is like. The idea of friendship being something involving effort.
Pupils will continue to build on their understanding of incarnation (Jesus being born as a human being) across KS1 & KS2. There are also important threads of the way that Jesus taught others, through stories especially, that will be picked up in KS2 units building the Kingdom of God concept. There is also a KS1 thematic unit ‘Why do people tell stories?’ that will draw on the learning from this unit.

	Key vocabulary
· God
· Holy
· Creation
· Incarnation
· Worship
· Kingdom
· Salvation

What is God like for Christians?
God creating the world and God as a caring and giving figure. That ‘Christians’ are followers of Jesus. That Christians worship God in church and how they live.
Pupils will continue to build on the concept of ‘God’ for Christians through developing their understanding of Jesus as God’s Son – and the ‘image’ of God, his Father. The concept of God as Trinity – Three and yet One – is a great Christian ‘mystery’, which will be explored further in UKS2.
Why is giving important to Christians?
The idea that ‘worship’ is important for some people and is a way of showing that God is important Some stories and words in the Bible that help Christians to live their lives as Jesus taught (e.g. parables Jesus told and stories about Jesus) the story of Jesus’ birth and that Christians believe Jesus is God’s Son.
Children’s thinking about the concept of ‘incarnation’ will continue to be built on through key units in KS2. A key thematic unit for Y2 focuses further on the concept of giving, so this unit will really help to build that idea and help pupils to see the connections within other communities of faith and belief. This unit also links with the thematic unit ‘Is prayer important to everyone?’

Why do Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’?
That Jesus is God ‘in human form’ (incarnate) and was born as a baby in Bethlehem That Jesus grew up to be a man and had many friends, including the 12 disciples.
Children could draw on ideas from this unit to help with learning in the KS1 thematic units ‘What do people learn from stories?’ & ‘Y2: Is giving better than receiving?’ Pupils will revisit and build on the concept of salvation in the LKS2 unit ‘What’s the Bible’s ‘big story – and why is it like treasure for Christians’?’

	Key vocabulary
· God
· Incarnation
· Salvation
· Gospel
· Kingdom
· Creation
· Free will/Fall
· Covenant people
· Incarnation

How can artists help us to understand what Christians believe?
Christians call God ‘Father’ and ‘creator’ & also see him as being like a shepherd & a King. Christians believe Jesus is God’s Son and was born as a baby. He is God incarnate (in human form) and is both human (like us) and divine (like God). Pupils should also know the Nativity & Easter narratives, and have explored them in simple ways, including visual imagery.
The ideas in this unit may be further explored in the thematic unit ‘How do people use creative ways to express their beliefs?’. The UKS2 unit ‘Y6: How is God Three – and yet One?’ will deepen pupils’ understanding of the Trinity

Why is the idea of ‘rescue’ so important to Christians?
The Bible is the special book for Christians The story of Creation (how God made the world) and how it is at the very beginning of the Bible The stories of Christmas and Easter from the New Testament (Gospels) That Jesus is God ‘in human form’ (incarnate) & is called ‘Saviour’ by Christians This is a pivotal unit as it creates the big schema across all the theological concepts into which many other units will be linked. There is also opportunity to pick up some of the creative responses used in this unit in the thematic unit ‘How do people use creative ways to express their beliefs?’’ Pupils will revisit what Jesus called the Greatest Commandment in the LKS2 thematic unit ‘What is the Golden Rule and why do so many people live by it?’

How did Jesus change lives and how is it ‘good news’?
Both Y1: What do Christians learn from stories of Jesus? & Y2: Why do Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’? explore key events from the life of Jesus & what Christians believe about them Who the disciples were. The Big Story of the Bible and how people rejected God. God sent Jesus to bring him back into relationship with him (salvation)
LKS2 thematic unit ‘What is the Golden Rule and why do so many people follow it?’ should refer to how a belief in forgiveness and repairing relationships links to treating others as you wish to be treated. UKS2 Y6: What do Christians believe about the Messiah – and why is it good news? further explores the concept of ‘Gospel’ & Y6: What difference does it make to belong to God’s Kingdom? builds on the Kingdom concept
	Key vocabulary
· God
· Creation
· Covenant People
· Gospel
· Kingdom
· Salvation

What did God promise to his people?
A promise is an agreement between two people that shows a commitment to each other Pupils may have explored the concept of covenant if they have already studied the LKS2 Judaism unit before this one. This will also build on understanding developed in the Y3 unit ‘What’s the Bible’s ‘big story’?’ God’s nature is to give to his people and care for them. 
The concept of covenant is a key element of the thematic unit ‘Why do people make promises?’ ‘How do people try to make the world a fairer place?’ and ‘Are words more important than actions? It will also be built upon in UKS2 in the units ‘Y6: What do Christians believe about the Messiah?’ & ‘Y6: For Christians, what difference does it make to belong to God’s Kingdom?’

What did Jesus say about God’s kingdom and why is it ‘good news?
Some of Jesus’ actions including healings Some of Jesus’ teachings about how people should live The ‘Good News’ of the Gospel as seen in the lives of people Jesus met and changed. 
The UKS2 units ‘Y5: How did the Church begin and where is it now?’ and ‘Y6: For Christians, what difference does it make to belong to God’s Kingdom?’ pick up on elements of the establishing of God’s Kingdom through the Church and also considers how the Church is a worldwide community, which explains representations of cultural & theological diversity in the lived experiences of Christians today. The thematic unit ‘What is the Golden Rule and why do so many people live by it?’ draws on the Greatest Commandment from this unit

For Christians, is communion a celebration, or an act of remembrance?
NB teach this unit after LKS2 Judaism unit (which includes the Passover meal and what it commemorates) Stories about Jesus’ death and resurrection & how these are remembered at Easter. The ‘Church’ is a global community of believers ‘Y1: What is the ‘Nativity’ and why is it important to Christians?’ & ‘Y3: How can artists help us understand what Christians believe?’ The establishing of the sacrament of communion as a Christian practice, at the centre of Christian worship, is essential to developing pupils’ understanding most of the UKS2 Christianity units.
	Key vocabulary
· Creation
· Free will/Fall
· Covenant people
· Incarnation
· Gospel
· Salvation
· Kingdom

What do Christians believe about creation?
People believe different things about how the world began The creation narrative is shared by Christians, Muslims and Jews The Christian ‘big story’ (meta-narrative) begins with creation.
As Christian views about creation differ, this is an important unit to help pupils to understand diversity within a faith community and where those beliefs come from, which is an essential skill for pupils to build on through all units in UKS2 and beyond, to KS3. This unit is especially relevant to the UKS2 thematic unit ‘How did it all begin?’ and the Y6 unit ‘Who am I and where do I belong?’

Why is the idea of ‘rescue’ so important to Christians?
The Bible tells the ‘big story’ of salvation, with the story of Jesus’ birth, death & resurrection at the centre. Previous salvation units will all have referenced the concept of ‘rescue’ Gospel means ‘good news’: Jesus’ life, death and resurrection are all a part of this good news.
This is another pivotal unit as it creates the big schema across all the theological concepts into which many other units are linked. This is an important unit to help pupils understand Christian views about life now – and life after death – so it will link well into the thematic units ‘What does it mean to live a good life?’ or ‘Is life a journey?’

How did the Church begin, and where is it now?
What the Kingdom of God is and how it is ruled Jesus’ teachings on how his followers should live That ‘Church / church’ is both the community of believers and the building that Christians worship in That the Church is a worldwide community of believers.
This unit will be built on in Y6 ‘For Christians, what difference does it make to belong to God’s Kingdom?’ and also in the unit exploring God as Trinity, Three and yet One. It is especially important to revisit the global dimensions of Christianity in these units.
	Key vocabulary
· God
· Trinity
· Incarnation
· Covenant People
· Gospel
· Salvation
· Kingdom

How is God Three - and yet one?
That Christians believe Jesus is God’s Son, God incarnate (in human form) and the Saviour / Messiah Christians experience God as Father, King, Creator, shepherd: these aspects relate to his character The Holy Spirit is God active in the lives of Christians. This unit links very well with the Y6 Kingdom unit, exploring what it means for Christians to allow God’s Holy Spirit to work in and through them as they live in God’s Kingdom. The concept of God being Three – and One – is an interesting comparison when pupils learn about the Trimurti in the Hindu Dharma unit, but also as a contrast to Jewish and Muslim beliefs about God being one and without equal.

What do Christians believe about the Messiah , and why is it ‘Good News’?
That God made covenants (promises) with his people throughout the Old Testament That Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection are at the very centre of the Christian ‘big story’ (metanarrative) That incarnation and salvation are core concepts within Christianity.
This unit will be built on in ‘Y6: For Christians, what difference does it make to belong to God’s Kingdom?’ as it explores the impact of beliefs about Jesus as Messiah on how Christians live their lives. It is also revisited in many of the thematic units for UKS2

For Christians, what difference does it make to belong to God’s kingdom?
God’s Kingdom was inaugurated by Jesus and he taught his followers what should be important to citizens who belong there, through parables & other teachings e.g. the Sermon on the Mount Serving others and treating them fairly is important in God’s Kingdom The Holy Spirit is God active in the lives of Christians, at work across the world.
This is also an important unit to help pupils understand Christian views about life now – and life after death – so it will link well into the thematic unit ‘What does it mean to live a good life?’ or ‘Is life a journey?’ as both these units explore different religious and non-religious perspectives on life and the afterlife

	
Other Religions - Concepts

	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	
	
	Judaism 
· Shabbat
· Creation
· Shalom
· Rest

Judaism 1: Why do Jewish families celebrate the gift of Shabbat?
Special times for them and their peers Activities that they and their friends do at the weekend are varied but there can be activities that people do every weekend Have explored the creation story from the Old Testament, where God rested on the 7th Day. Pupils may also have learned about the Torah as the special holy book for Jewish people, or…. …pupils may pick up the concept of Shabbat again in the Torah unit, as it appears in the 10 Commandments. In the thematic units for KS1, pupils will be considering why stories and/or prayer might be important to people, so learning in this unit will help them to further develop their thinking.

Islam
· Respect
· Prophet
· Ibadah
· Salaam
· Creation
What is important for Muslim families?
As the KS1 Islam units can be taught in any order, pupils may have explored some key ideas for Muslims already. Ensure you reflect this in planning. Special books and special people What it means to show respect and how people might do this in different ways. In the thematic units for KS1, pupils will explore the place of stories and leaders within community life, as well as how beliefs impact on actions, such as caring for creation. Pupils will deepen their understanding of how the teachings of the Qur’an and the practices of Islam shape life for Muslims in LKS2 in the unit ‘How does ‘ibadah’ (worship) show what’s important to Muslims?’
	Judaism 
· Holy
· Torah
· Mitzvot
· Respect

Judaism 2: What is the Torah and why is it so important to Jewish families?
The Christian Bible, which contains stories about God and his people The story of creation (in the Old Testament), along with some stories of key figures e.g. Noah and Moses Have some knowledge of the importance of rules for community living Pupils may have learned about Shabbat as the Jewish day of rest, or… …children may build on this unit with learning about Shabbat, depending on schools’ choices. In the thematic units for KS1, pupils will be considering why stories and/or prayer might be important to people, so learning in this unit will help them to further develop their thinking. In LKS2, pupils will be exploring some key festivals within Judaism and investigating links between them, Jewish practices and writings in the Torah.

Islam
· Allah
· Salah
· Ibadah
Who is Allah and how do Muslims worship him?
As the KS1 Islam units can be taught in any order, pupils may have explored some key ideas for Muslims already. Ensure you reflect this in planning. the idea that God is seen in different ways by different people people’s choices are influenced by what they believe. There is a key thematic unit which explores the concept of prayer (‘Is prayer important to everyone?’) for different people, and ‘Is it better to give or to receive?’ could also draw on learning from this unit. The thematic unit ‘Why should we care for our world?’ could also draw on pupils’ understanding of Allah as creator. Pupils will deepen their understanding of how worship & salah show submission to Allah in the LKS2 unit ‘How does ‘ibadah’ (worship) show what’s important to Muslims?’
	Judaism 
· Mitzvot
· Covenant
· Shabbat
· Shalom
What are important times for Jewish people?
The Torah as a special holy book for Jews and to make connections between the Torah and the part of the Bible that Christians call the ‘Old Testament’. Why rest might be important and the importance for Jewish families of Shabbat as a time set apart from the rest of the week. (It is also the 4th of the Ten Commandments.) Whilst this unit is a Judaism unit, it should be taught before the Y4 communion unit in order to help pupils understand what Jesus was doing in the Last Supper. The concept of covenant for Jewish people will be an essential element of the LKS2 thematic unit ‘Why do people make promises?’ and also reflected in ‘Are words more important than actions?’ through the idea of re-enacting as a part of remembering in Jewish festivals. Pupils will study in UKS2 what it means for Jewish people to be part of a synagogue community, so building on their understanding of how a community gains identity from covenants, practices and festivals.

Islam
· Tawhid – Allah is One
· Ummah
· Salah
· Submission
How does ‘ibadah’ (worship) show what’s important to Muslims?
That Allah is an Arabic term for God and most Muslims believe in the oneness of God. Many Muslims may pray in a mosque as a place of worship. That following the Qur’an, and the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) are important to Muslims.
The ideas & words from the Qur’an explored in this unit will be followed up in many of the LKS2 thematic units. In the UKS2 Islam unit, pupils will investigate the 5 pillars of Islam which help most Muslims to live a good life and ideas about the two angels, which are said to sit on either shoulder of a Muslim person- one recording the good deeds done by the person and one recording the bad deeds.
	Sikhi 
· Equality (prayer, work, give)
· Maksha
· Five K’s
· Guru

What do Sikh people value?
Equality and justice are important ideas within Christianity, Judaism & Islam Jesus taught that it is important to love God and love others in the Great Commandment Pupils may have explored ideas about leaders and followers in the KS1 thematic unit ‘What makes a good leader?’ Pupils may have explored the idea of how Sikhs give to the langar in the KS1 thematic unit ‘Is it better to give or to receive?’
The concept of equality will be extended in the thematic unit ‘How do people try to make the world a better place?’ or ‘What is the Golden Rule?’ and built on further in UKS2 in units that focus on what it means to live a good life. The important Sikhi concept of the cycle of Samsara is also explored as a concept in the Hindu Dharma & Buddhism units

Humanism
· Science
· Reason
· Empathy

How do non-religious people celebrate new life?
Why Church is important to Christians and what might happen there e.g. baptism/christening Important times for Jews (Bar/Bat Mitzvah) How a range of religions (Christianity, Judaism, and Islam) share a belief in God as creator Thematic units across KS1 should have introduced children to the idea that not all people follow a religion or believe in a God, or believe the same things about how the world began.
Developing comparative skills when looking at non-religious and religious views in thematic units. Christians welcoming people to the community of faith (& Kingdom of God) through baptism Comparisons when looking at a wider range other religions in UKS2; Sikhism, Hinduism, Buddhism. Pupils will develop their knowledge and understanding of Humanism further in most of the thematic units, but especially ‘What is the Golden Rule and why do so many people follow it?’ Pupils will also develop cross curricular learning links when pupils look at Science - Evolution and Inheritance in UKS2 and beginning to consider how humans came to be and the part that Science and Evidence might play in that.











	Judaism 
· Shema
· Torah
· Mitzvot
· Tzedek
· Justice
What does it mean to be part of a synagogue community?
That most communities have rules to help life to be fair for everyone That teachings in sacred texts help believers know how to live as part of a community That places of worship are a focus for many different activities Symbolism as a way of expressing meaning.
The thematic units ‘What does it mean to live a ‘good’ life? and ‘Should we forgive and forget?’ both build on the understanding developed in this unit of the role of teachings / mitzvot in creating a community that is fair

Islam
· Shahadah
· Salah
· Sawrm
· Zakah
· Hajj
· Hadith

What helps Muslims to live a good life?
‘Allah’ is an Arabic term for God and that most Muslims believe in the oneness of God. Many Muslims may pray in a mosque as a place of worship. Worship shows what is important to Muslims. The Qur’an is Allah’s final revelation to humanity & was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in Arabic. Following the guidance from the Qu’ran is of high importance. Reading the Qur’an is an act of worship as well as a source of guidance: it should be read in the original Arabic. The learning in this unit will be revisited as part of several UKS2 thematic units, especially ‘What does it mean to live a good life?’
	Hindu (Sanatan) Dharma 
· Sanatan dharma
· Brahman
· (tri)murti
· Puja
· Arti
· Incarnation
What helps Hindu’s to worship?
How believers’ worship in other religions God as Trinity in Christianity & other ideas about what ‘God’ is like Pupils may already have explored some key Hindu ideas in ‘Why should Hindus live a good life?’ The learning in this unit will be revisited as part of the thematic units ‘What does it mean to live a good life?’ and ‘Is life a journey?’ Pupils will also explore Buddhism as a way of life in ‘What is the ‘Buddhist way of life’?’
Buddhism
· Buddha
· Samsara
· Karma
· Nirvana

What is the Buddhist way of life?
Pupils will have explored the Hindu (Sanatan) Dharma unit before this unit to consider connections and similarities. That religions have teachings to help believers know how to live. That worship is usually focused on a deity or higher power. This unit is especially relevant to the thematic units ‘What does it mean to live a good life?’ ‘Should we forgive and forget?’ and ‘Is life a journey?’





	Thematic Units - Concepts

	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
	
	
	Why do People Tell stories?
This unit will explore how stories are important to people of different faiths and beliefs as a way of expressing meaning, sharing morals and providing comfort in challenging times or answers to difficult questions. This unit could draw on learning from:
· What do Christians learn from stories of Jesus?
· Why do Christians call Jesus ‘Saviour’?
· What is the Torah and why is it so important to Jewish families?
· What is important for Muslim families?
	Is prayer important to everyone?
This unit will explore how different religious communities pray, and to consider why other people choose not to pray. It will also consider differences between prayer and reflection. 
This unit could draw on learning from: 
· Why do Christians call God ‘Creator’? (Harvest) 
· How does gathering as ‘Church’ help Christians to worship?
· Why is giving important to Christians?
· Why do Jewish families celebrate the gift of Shabbat?
· Who is Allah and how do Muslims worship him?
	How do people use creative ways to express their beliefs?
This unit will explore some different ways in which people use their creativity to express the things that they believe. Throughout this unit children could focus on one or more of the Arts e.g. art (including sculpture), photography, poetry, music or dance. This unit could draw on learning from:
· How can artists help us to understand what Christians believe?
· Why is the idea of rescue so important to Christians?
· How does ‘ibadah’ (worship) show what’s important to Muslims?
· How do non-religious people celebrate new life?
	What is the Golden Rule and why do so many people live by it?
This unit will explore why the teaching known as the ‘golden rule’ might be common to so many religions, and important to non-religious people as well. It is important that pupils see the connections between the different ‘versions’ of the Golden Rule, but also acknowledge that for non-religious people, the Golden Rule came not from God, but from our common need to be treated well in order to live together peacefully. This unit could draw on learning from:
· What did Jesus say about God’s Kingdom – and why is it ‘good news’?
· How does ‘ibadah’ (worship) show what’s important to Muslims?
· What do Sikh people value?
· How do non-religious people celebrate new life?
	What does it mean to live a good life?
This unit explores how different communities might answer this question and also helps pupils to consider views about any relationships between this life and what might lie beyond it from the point of view of religious and non-religious people. This unit could draw on learning from:
· How did the Church begin and where is it now?
· Why is the resurrection good news for Christians?
· What does it mean to be part of a synagogue community?
· What helps Muslims to live a good life?
· Why should Hindus live a good life?
· What is the ‘Buddhist way of life’?
	Who am I and where do I belong?
This unit comes full circle to a question that we asked in EYFS, and gives pupils in Y6 the opportunity to reflect on how the communities they have studied in RE might answer this question.

It also gives pupils opportunity to consider their own personal knowledge, and the beliefs that they hold, which might help them to make the move into their next school.

This unit could draw on learning across the whole Primary phase and also reflect the values that have been a part of pupils’ time in your school.
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